NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  01/07/2015

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Kirit Amin
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
09/24/2014

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201409-0648-006
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Weather Modification Activities Reports
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0025

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2018 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 110 55
New 110 55
Difference

Change due to New Statute
Change due to Agency Discretion
Change due to Agency Adjustment
Change due to PRA Violation

o O O O
o O O o

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: An online fillable form of 17-4 and 17-4A must be made available by 12/31/2015.

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS
275
275

o O O O



IC Title

List of ICs

Form No.

Form Name

CFR Citation

Weather Modification Activities
Reports - Initial and Interim
Reports

NOAA 7-4A, NOAA 17-4

Weather Modification Activities
Interim/Final Report, Initial
Report on Weather
Modification Activities




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/OAR a. 0468 . 0025
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7.Tile  WeatheModification Activities Reports

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

NOAA Form17-4& 17-4A

9. Keywords 'weatheresearch'

10. Abstract

WeatheModification Activities Reportsarerequiredby PublicLaw-92-205,Section6(b). All entitieswhich engagen weather
modification(e.g.cloud-seedingo enhancerecipitationor dispersdog) arerequiredto reportvariousdatato NOAA. NOAA
maintainghe datefor usein scientificresearchhistoricalstatisticsjnternationakeports andotherpurposes.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a. X Individuals or households d.____ Farms

b. _P_ Business or other for-profite. _X _Federal Government

c. _X_ Not-for-profit institutions  f. _X State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents 55

b. Total annual responses 110
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 55
d. Current OMB inventory 55
e. Difference 0

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

o|o| o o|o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
__Program evaluation f._X Research

General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

b.
c.
d. __ Audit

X

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [l 1] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

KarenWilliams
301-734-1196

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I
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19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby JeremyWarren,Acting OAR ACIO 9/10/14

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488 Date

BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488 st irmiay * "™

Date: 2015.01.13 16:25:12 -05'00"

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
WEATHER MODIFICATION ACTIVITIES REPORTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0025

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for extension of this information collection.

P.L. 92-205, enacted December 18, 1971 (amended by Public Law 94-490, Section 6(b), October
15, 1976) requires that all non-federal weather modification activities in the United States and its
territories be reported to the Secretary of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has implemented the Act and the current reporting requirements are published in
the Code of Federal Regulations (15 CER 908).

m

xplain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be

2.
use

o

Respondents to this data collection are operators of aircraft which engage in cloud-seeding and
other related activities in an attempt to modify the weather, i.e., to increase precipitation, mitigate
hail, and disperse fog. They are required to file two one-page reports annually. Each project
must file with NOAA an initial report (Form 17-4) and a final report (Form 17-4A) - or an
interim report on the same form if the project continues beyond December 31.

NOAA assembles, analyzes, and retains records of reported weather modification activities,
makes the records publicly available to the fullest extent practicable, and publishes summaries
from time to time. The intent of the program is to increase expertise in the field of weather
modification, to allow scientists and other concerned persons to have access to information on
current and past efforts at weather modification, to help avoid unneeded and wasteful
duplications, to aid in preventing territorial overlapping of weather modification operations, to
provide data to assess possible harmful or dangerous activities, and to furnish information to
check both desirable and undesirable atmospheric changes against records of weather
modification efforts.

To meet this objective, information is collected on the location and size of the target area, names
and addresses of sponsors and operators, beginning and ending dates of the project, specific
purpose, description of apparatus and seeding agents to be used, number of days of operations,
number of hours of operations of each type of weather modification apparatus, and total amount
of seeding agent used.

The reports of weather modification activities on file with NOAA as a result of the reporting
program furnish useful information for several purposes. Persons planning projects, writing
news articles, or preparing term papers request historical and current data for individual states,

1


http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode15/usc_sup_01_15_10_9A.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=896065d9b40fc0f3cadc1640961baffa&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15cfr908_main_02.tpl

regions, or the United States. Congressional staffs, Federal and State officials, and private
citizens inquire or complain about weather modification activities that are thought to be
associated with adverse weather conditions. On occasion, plaintiffs, defendants, or their lawyers
ask for records of activities in connection with law suits. Even the practitioners upon whom the
reporting burden is placed are interested in the level of activity throughout the country, and
summary reports have been prepared (at their request) for publication in their association journal
in the years when an official NOAA report has not been published. The data contained in the
reports are also used to provide information (1) required by a March 26, 1975, U.S.- Canada
agreement to exchange information on weather modification activities within 200 miles of our
common boundary and (2) to the World meteorological Organization (WMO) for publication in
its yearly “Register of National Weather Modification Projects”.

NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management,
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA decide to disseminate the
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technoloqy.

Beginning in 2000, the NOAA Forms 17-4 and 17-4A became available on the Internet at
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~noaaforms/eforms/ in order for the respondents to have
the capability of being able to fill out and print forms on-line. However, the forms can not be
submitted electronically at this time because the forms are required to be signed by the
equipment operator. The forms may be faxed to (301) 713-1459 to the attention of Karen
Williams or may be mailed to the NOAA - Weather Modification Reporting Office in Silver
Spring, MD. Electronic signature capability is being planned but security requirements are still
to be addressed. The NOAA Forms 17-4 and 17-4A are still available by mail to those who do
not have access to a computer.

Note: currently a redesign of the forms is planned, as the previously fillable forms were locked
by a retired employee.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

NOAA is the only organization/activity collecting this information.


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Enoaaforms/eforms/

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe

the methods used to minimize burden.

Currently, only one of our respondents is a small business owner. Only minimal information is
required and the forms are designed to minimize the burden on all reporting entities.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Current information is needed to respond to Congressional and public requests for information,
and most projects require only an initial and final report each year. Lack of this information
would render the Government unable to comply with requests for data as outlined in Question 2,
and the data that is used for so many purposes would be unavailable.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

This collection is being conducted in a manner consistent with the guidelines.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Reqgister Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response

to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on May 5, 2014 (FR-10174) solicited public comment on
this renewal. No comments were received.

The following comments were received in response to direct request from respondents:
e Nowhere on Form 17-4A is the type of apparatus used requested.
Response: The information can be documented in Box 6 of NOAA Form 17-4.
e The frequency of data collection is very reasonable.

e | hope that in the future, Forms 17-4 & 17-4A become available in PDF online as they
were in the past.

Response: The person that created the PDF version of the form has retired; and the new
staff didn’t have permission rights to perform the updates. We are in the process of
revisiting this problem with our IT department to see if they can recommend a solution.



9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments, gifts, or remuneration of any kind are provided.

10. Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

No confidentiality is promised or provided.

11. Provide additional justification for any guestions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked on the report.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

We expect approximately 55 respondents annually. They are required to file two one-page
reports annually. Each project must file with NOAA an initial report (Form 17-4) and a final
report (Form 17-4A - or an interim report on the same form if the project continues beyond
December 31). The annual burden for these activities is estimated to be:

55 respondents x 1 Form 17-4 x 30 minutes = 27.5 hours
55 respondents x 1 Form 17-4A x 30 minutes = 27.5 hours

Totals: 55 respondents, 110 responses, and 55 hours.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

The annual cost burden for copying, mailing minimal long-distance telephone costs, and filing is
approximately $4.00 - $5.00 per respondent. 55 respondents x $5 = $275.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The total annual cost to the Federal Government of this reporting is estimated at $15,805.00.
The following is the breakdown:

Personnel compensation $10,285
Personnel benefits 2,520
Transportation of things 0
Rents, Communications, Utilities 1,500
Printing and Reproduction 1,200



15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

There are no changes or adjustments.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The data is used by special request, i.e., responses to various queries, except for an annual report
which is provided to the National Weather Service (NWS) for transmittal to the World
Meteorological Report. This report is a compilation of fiscal year data and is sent to NWS on a
spreadsheet.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

N/A.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

N/A.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

N/A.



Complete in accordance with instructions on reverse and forward copy:

TO: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
1315 East-West Highway SSMC-3 Room 11216
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Form Approved: OMB No. 0648-0025 Expires 09/30/2014

NOAA FORM 17-4 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(4-81) NAT'L OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADM.
INITIAL REPORT ON WEATHER MODIFICATION
ACTIVITIES (P.L. 205, 92¥°. CONGRESS)

1. PROJECT OR ACTIVITY DESIGNATION, IF ANY

2. DATES OF PROJECT

3. PURPOSE OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY

a. DATE FIRST ACTUAL WEATHER MODIFICATION
ACTIVITY IS TO BE UNDERTAKEN

b. EXPECTED TERMINATION DATE OF WEATHER
MODIFICATION ACTIVITIES

4. (a) SPONSOR 4. (b) OPERATOR
NAME NAME
AFFILIATION PHONE NUMBER | AFFILIATION PHONE NUMBER
STREET ADDRESS STREET ADDRESS
cITY STATE | 2P CODE cITY STATE | ZIP CODE
“5. TARGET AND CONTROL AREAS (See instructions)
TARGET AREA CONTROL AREA
LOCATION SIZE OF AREA LOCATION SIZE OF AREA
SQ.Mi SQ.MI,

6. DESCRIPTION OF WEATHER MODIFICATION APPARATUS, MODIFICATION AGENTS AND THEIR DISPERSAL RATES, THE

TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED, ETC. (See Instructions)

7. LOG BOOKS: Enter name, afflliation, %ddress. and telephone number of responsible individual from whom log books or

other records may be obtained

NAME

AFFILIATION PHONE NUMBER
STREET ADDRESS

City STATE 2ip CODE

THIS REPORT IS REQUIRED BY PUBLIC LAW 92-205; 85 STAT 735; 15
U.S.C. 330b. KNOWING AND WILLFUL VIOLATION OF ANY RULE
ADOPTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTION 2 OF PUBLIC LAW 92-
205 SHALL SUBJECT THE PERSON VIOLATING SUCH RULE TO A FINE OF
NOT MORE THAN $10,000, UPON CONVICTION THEREOF.

8. SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT

YES [CIne
[Jves CIno

Has an Environmental Impact Statement, Federal or State been filed? If yes, please furnish a copy as applicable.
Have provisions been made to acquire the latest forecasts, advisorles, warnings, etc. of the National Weather

Service, Forest Service, or others when Issued prior to and during operations? If yes, please specify on a separate

sheef.

[Jves [Ino

Have any safety procedures (operational constraints, provisions for suspension of operations, monitoring

methaods, etc.) and any environmental guldelines (related to the possible effects of the operations) been
included in the operational plans? If yes, please furnish coples or a description of the specific procedures and

guidelines.

9. OPTIONAL REMARKS (See Instructions. Use Separate Sheet.)

NAME CERTIFICATION: | certify that the above statements are true, complete and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

AFFILIATION SIGNATURE

STREET ADDRESS OFFICIAL TITLE

cITY STATE | ZIP CODE DATE PHONE NUMBER




N FORM 17-4A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE | Farm Approved OME No, D648-0025
(4.8%) MATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATAOSFHERIC ADMINISTRATION| Expres 00,20,2014
INTERIM ACTIVITY REPORTS AND FINAL REPORT WOAA FILE NUMBER
This report is required by Public Law B2.205; 85 Sty 735 145 U.5.0. 330b. Knowing and
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National Oceanic and ABmospherc Adrminisiration REPORTING PERIOD
Offioe of Oesanis and Atmosphenc Research
1315 East/West Highway S5hC-3 Room 11216 FROM o
Siver Spring, MD 20910
b i) icy i
NUMBSER OF MOGIFICATION DAYS PER | SOURS OF APPARATUS
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Dated: April 29, 2014.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014-10173 Filed 5-2—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Greater Atlantic
Region Vessel Identification Collection

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or July 7, 2014.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Jason Berthiaume, (978) 281—
9177 or Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection. Regulations at 50 CFR 648.8
and § 697.8 require that owners of
vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered
length that have Federal permits to fish
in the Greater Atlantic Region display
the vessel’s name and official number.
The name and number must be of a
specific size at specified locations: the
vessel name must be affixed to the port
and starboard sides of the bow and, if
possible, on its stern. The official
number must be displayed on the port
and starboard sides of the deckhouse or
hull, and on an appropriate weather
deck so as to be clearly visible from
enforcement vessels and aircraft. The
display of the identifying characters
aids in fishery law enforcement.

I1. Method of Collection

No information is submitted to NOAA
Fisheries as a result of this collection.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0350.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a currently approved
collection).

Affected Public: Individuals and
households; business or other for-profit
organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
4,513.

Estimated Time per Response: 45
minutes to affix vessel name and
registration number to the vessel.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 3,385.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $33,850 for paintbrushes, paint,
and stencils.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 30, 2014.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014-10198 Filed 5-2—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Weather
Modification Activities Reports

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 7, 2014.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 66186,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Karen Williams, (301) 734—
1196 or karen.williams@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.

Section 6(b) of Public Law 92—205
requires that persons who engage in
weather modification activities (e.g.,
cloud seeding) provide reports prior to
and after the activity. They are also
required to maintain certain records.
The requirements are detailed in 15 CFR
part 908. NOAA uses the data for
scientific research, historical statistics,
international reports and other
purposes.

II. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of either
electronic or paper forms. Methods of
submittal include email of electronic
forms, mail and facsimile transmission
of paper forms.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0025.

Form Number: NOAA Forms 17—4
and 17—4A.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other
non-profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
55.

Estimated Time per Response: 30
minutes per report (2 reports each).

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 55.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $275 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.


mailto:Jason.Berthiaume@noaa.gov
mailto:karen.williams@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
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IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 29, 2014.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2014-10174 Filed 5-2-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-KD-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XD254

Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries
Office’s Geographic Information
Systems Program; Availability of Files

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice, process for making GIS
files available; opportunity to comment

SUMMARY: This notice announces the
process for making available Geographic
Information System files representing
fisheries and regulated areas that are
managed by the National Marine
Fisheries Service’s Greater Atlantic
Regional Fisheries Office.

DATES: Written comments must be
received (see ADDRESSES) on or before
May 5, 2014.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified NOAA—-
NMFS-2014-0049, by any of the
following methods:

e Electronic Submissions: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal. Go to
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2014-

0049, click the “Comment Now!” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

e Mail: Submit written comments to
NMFS, Greater Atlantic Regional
Fisheries Office, 55 Great Republic
Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930, ATTN:
GIS Committee.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘“N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous). Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
file formats only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Additional information regarding the
publication of the GIS files (i.e.,
shapefiles) and the shapefiles may be
obtained at www.nero.noaa.gov/gis or by
contacting Dean Szumylo, Geographic
Information Specialist, (978) 281-9479,
dean.szumylo@noaa.gov; Douglas Potts,
Sustainable Fisheries Division, (978)
281-9341, douglas.potts@noaa.gov; or
Ellen Keane, Protected Resources
Division, (978) 282—-8476, ellen.keane@
noaa.gov. Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the
hearing impaired may call the Federal
Information Relay Service at 1-800—
877-8339 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Eastern time, Monday through Friday,
excluding Federal holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background: GIS is designed to
capture, store, analyze, manage, and
present all types of geographic data.
Over the past decade, the use of these
systems in fisheries management has
grown rapidly and requests for
geospatial data have increased. To
satisfy the need for geospatial data,
NMFS’s Greater Atlantic Regional
Fisheries Office (GARFO) has developed
standardized, high-quality geospatial
data for areas managed by GARFO. This
includes areas authorized under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, the
Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative
Management Act, the Endangered
Species Act, and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act.

Creation of GIS Files: In developing
these files, we implemented standards
and policies to ensure that the files are
of high, known quality and are
accompanied by the metadata that are
compliant with the Federal Geographic
Data Committee’s Standards. Metadata
is information that captures the basic
characteristics of the data, its creation,
its usage, and any constraints. Data files
are in an ESRI shapefile format. In
developing the GIS files, we interpreted
any regulatory area boundary intended
to be a straight line on a chart in
Mercator projection to be a thumb line.
GARFO regulations frequently define an
area’s boundary by coordinates that
define the corners of the feature. In
developing the GIS files, errors may be
introduced into the boundary if only the
endpoints of the boundary are used.
This error may increase as the distance
between coordinates increases. To
ensure that the shapefiles developed
accurately represent the boundaries, we
held the lines to a constant bearing by
adding vertices between coordinates
using the Construct Loxodrome tool or
by densifying the line every 10 nautical
miles in a Mercator projection within
ESRI’s ARcGIS software.

Data Availability: The files are in the
form of ESRI shapefiles packaged as
zipped files for each regulated area. As
the files for each regulated area are
finalized, they will be made publicly
available via our Web site. Files may be
downloaded from www.nero.noaa.gov/
gis or obtained by written request to the
GARFO (see ADDRESSES). For each
regulated area, we provide the shapefile,
the metadata (within the shapefile and
as a PDF), and a reference map image
(pdf and jpg format). The purpose of the
reference map image is to allow users to
quickly locate files for managed areas
that are of interest.

Request for Comments: We will
accept public comments on this new
service, including data creation, as
described above.

Dated: April 30, 2014.

Emily H. Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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