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ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y

our agency's

Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any

additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS/SWC a. 0648 -_0020
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [ 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I'1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities

Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on

a substantial number of small entities? [ ]Yes [(] No

6. Requested expiration date

a. [[1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify: /

7. Title InternationaBillfish Angler Survey

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable) NOAA Form88-10

9. Keywords Fish, FisheriesFishery,Fishing

10. Abstract

This Angler Surveybeganin 1969andis anintegralpartof the Billfish ResearchProgramatthe SouthwesFisheryScienceCenter

(SWFSC). The Angler Surveytracksrecreationahnglerfishing catchandeffort for billfish in the PacificandIindian Oceansisedby

scientistaandfisherymanagers.This Angler Surveyis intendedfor anglerscooperatingn the Billfish Programandis entirelyvoluntary.

The NationalMarine FisheriesService(NMFS) collectsfishing catchandeffort informationfor mostdomesticandforeignfisheries.

This Angler Surveyis specificto recreationaanglersfishing for Istiophoridbillfish in the PacificandIndian Oceansassuchit provides
theonly estimate®f catchperunit of effort (CPUE)for recreationabillfish fishing in thoseareas.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. _X_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a. [0 ] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 500
b. Total annual responses 500

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 0 %

c. Total annual hours requested 42
d. Current OMB inventory 83
e. Difference (41)
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 0

2. Adjustment (41)

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

ollo] ol o) o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f._X Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure
c. [7] Reporting
1.[ ]Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually
7. ]Biennially  8.[ ] Other (describe)

3.[ ] Monthly
6. [I 1] Annually

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[O] Yes [ 1No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

JamedNraith
(858)546-7087

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
(i) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Dr. NedCyr, Director Scienceand Technology 12/29/2015

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

B RA B S O N o SA RA H Y Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH ANGLER SURVEY
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0020
A. JUSTIFICATION

This request is for an extension of this information collection.

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The SWFSC Angler Survey began in 1969 and is an integral part of the Billfish Research
Program (Billfish Program) at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC). The Angler
Survey tracks recreational angler fishing catch and effort for Istiophorid billfish across the
Pacific and Indian Oceans. The Angler Survey also serves as an outreach tool by generating
collaboration between Government and the public. Survey entries are entirely voluntary and
results are shared with anglers around the world.

Results are presented to the public in an annual Newsletter that is available both in hard copy and
electronically on the SWFSC website. The Newsletter goes out to thousands of anglers and is
one of the most valuable outreach tools at the SWFSC. In addition, Survey data are available to
scientists and fishery managers to assist with assessing the status of billfish stocks. The National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) collects these fishing catch and effort data for most domestic
and foreign fisheries, as part of Fishery Management Plans whose development is authorized by
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), 16 USC 1851 et seq.
Study of migratory gamefish that spend at least part of their life in United States (U.S.) waters is
also authorized under 16 USC 760e.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.

This survey is conducted annually to track catch per unit of effort (CPUE) trends in the
recreational fishery for Istiophorid billfish. Cooperative anglers participating with the SWFSC
International Billfish Tagging Program are sent the Survey card. Angler Survey cards are
distributed through mail, email and are available on the SWFSC website. The Angler Survey
respondent card asks for the number of fishing days per locations fished and the number and kind
of billfish caught during the preceding year. These data are used to track changing trends in
recreational fishing effort in key areas throughout the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Data is
presented in the Billfish Newsletter. The Billfish Newsletter is an annual publication providing a
summary of the Angler Survey and other Program results to the billfish angling community and
is the primary outreach instrument to Program participants. Current and past issues of the
Billfish Newsletter are available on the SWFSC’s Billfish Program webpage
(http://swfsc.noaa.gov/FRD-billfish/). Data are also available to stock assessment biologists to
investigate the health and stock condition of billfish resources throughout the Pacific and Indian
Oceans.



http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://law.justia.com/us/codes/title16/16usc760e.html
http://swfsc.noaa.gov/FRD-billfish

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information. NMFS will retain control over the information and
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information
will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section
515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technoloqy.

Surveys (paper forms) are sent to participants in December of each year and can also be accessed
on the SWFSC’s Billfish Program webpage: http://swfsc.noaa.gov/FRD-billfish/. Additionally,
recipients requesting electronic copies are emailed surveys. Those surveys can be completed
electronically or printed and completed by hand, and returned by email or postal service.
Responses are entered into a data base as received.

Electronic collection of the Survey results is a goal at the SWFSC. We are currently developing
a mobile application and associated web page that will be utilized to collect this information
along with tag and release of highly migratory species. The first version is in the testing phase
and we are working towards a more automated process.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

The SWFSC’s Angler Survey is the only study tracking billfish angling CPUE by domestic and
international anglers across the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The Angler Survey is unique to the
billfish angling community and is not duplicated elsewhere.

NMFS collects fishing effort data for most commercial and recreational fisheries. The Marine
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey (MRFSS) conducts telephone and dock survey data to
track general recreational fishing effort within the U.S. The MRFSS does not identify fishing
effort for the large, migratory billfish (Istiophorid) throughout the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
There are no known foreign agencies duplicating this effort. The SWFSC staff attends billfish
related research conferences where knowledge about similar, repetitive surveys would be
available, if there were any.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

The survey deals with individual anglers cooperating in the Angler Survey and does not impact
any business entity.


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://swfsc.noaa.gov/FRD-billfish

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Data collected by the Angler Survey are reported by the public and are disseminated to the public
through outreach tools. In additions, the time-series data can be used to track the status of
billfish stocks, biomass and trends in CPUE. A break or disruption in the Angler Survey time
line would jeopardize the SWFSC’s ability to examine long-term trends. Moreover, this time-
series data can be used to provide accurate management advice and recommendations to
domestic fishery managers and to the State Department dealing with international fishery
treaties.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

This Survey is consistent with all OMB guidelines.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Reqister Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on September 09, 2015 solicited public comments. No
comments were received.

Conversations with anglers concerning the Survey are initiated at outreach events and indicate
that they are satisfied with the methods we are using to collect the data and disseminating the
results in the Newsletter. At the 2015 Day at the Docks (San Diego, CA.), and the 2015 Fred
Hall Fishing Show (Del Mar, CA.), Survey cards were handed out and also discussed with
current cooperative anglers. Anglers had positive remarks about the Survey and the results that
are presented in the SWFSC’s Newsletter. Additionally, anglers agreed that the burden was in
agreement with our estimates. However, no formal or written comments have been received.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

Response to the Angler Survey is completely voluntary. No rewards or offerings of any kind are
available or offered to the respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

Angler Survey data and results are not confidential.



11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

This Angler Survey is entirely a recreational fishing query to examine angler catch and effort.
There are no "sensitive" questions.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The burden to complete the Angler Survey respondent card is about 5 minutes per response. Our
active mailing list varies from 1,000 to 2,500 participants. The number of respondents varies
year to year, but in recent years we have received close to 500 responses annually. Total annual
burden is estimated at roughly 42 hours (500 x 5/60 = 42). Also see Part B, Question 1.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

Postage is paid by the SWFSC if the survey responses are mailed from within the U.S. For those
respondents mailing from foreign countries, there is only the cost of foreign postage, and that is
estimated at U.S. $2.00 or less based on postage rates. We receive roughly 30 international
responses per year and the estimated total yearly postage would be $60.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Annual cost to conduct the survey is approximately $4,000. This includes printing, postage, and
return postage when mailed in the U.S. This figure is based on actual expenses averaged over
the last two years. This also includes the in-house cost of staff (1 GS-9 and 1 GS-12) to order
the printing, print the mailing labels, and mail the post cards, and enter respondent data into the
data base.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Adjustment

Based on responses in recent years, we are estimating 500 responses annually, as opposed to the
previous estimate of 1,000. The associated burden hours are thus reduced from 83 to 42.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The Angler Survey is conducted on a calendar year with completion scheduled by May of the
following year. The Billfish Newsletter is the outreach method by which the SWFSC provides
feedback to the recreational fishing community and is written for cooperating anglers
participating in the Angler Survey and for the volunteers who conduct tag and release fishing for
billfish. Content varies annually but always includes angling effort by area and species captured,
reported catches, results from billfish tagging and general interest articles directed to the billfish
angler. This peer-reviewed newsletter is approved for release by the SWFSC’s Director.

4



17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

Not Applicable.



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH ANGLER SURVEY
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0020

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

1. Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved.

NOTE: THE ANGLER SURVEY HAS NOT EMPLOYED STATISTICAL METHODS BUT THE
RESULTS ARE AVAILABLE TO STOCK ASSESSMENT SCIENTISTS TO INVESTIGATE THE
HEALTH AND STOCK CONDITION OF BILLFISH THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC AND
INDIAN OCEANS.

The potential respondent universe includes foreign and domestic billfish anglers participating in
the SWFSC’s Billfish Tagging Program. To be placed on the Angler Survey mailing list the
angler (or institution) must either: 1) contact the SWFSC and request to be placed on the mailing
list or 2) be a participating tagger in the Billfish Tagging Program (the reporting for which is
approved under OMB Control No. 0648-0009).

Potential respondents become aware of the program by: 1) word of mouth; 2) tagging a fish on a
charter trip with a participating captain; 3) catching a tagged fish; or 4) addition to the Billfish
newsletter mailing list due to membership in one of the major angling clubs operating in the
Pacific. The NMFS Billfish Tagging Program is widely known in the Pacific, having operated
for roughly 50 years.

The primary survey targeted respondent base is the U.S. billfish angler fishing in U.S. or U.S.-
adjacent waters, including Trust Territories in the South and Western Pacific. The Angler
Survey also queries foreign billfish anglers fishing in Central and South American countries,
New Zealand, Australia and several Asian countries. In recent years, the total respondent
universe ranged from 1,000 to 2,500 anglers. Roughly 10% of the surveys were mailed to
foreign anglers. We received an average of 500 responses during recent years, or about 40% of
the average respondent universe.

2. Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data
collection cycles to reduce burden.



This annual billfish Angler Survey is sent to all billfish anglers and taggers that have participated
in the SWFSC’s billfish research programs during the prior two year period. All are encouraged
to complete and return the Survey card. The data are presented as is to the public. There are no
statistical methods in place to stratify or sample the selection. The data are made available to
quantitative experts at SWESC. If the data are to be used in support of management purposes it
will require some statistical analyses which will be conducted by stock assessment scientists.
Some issues that have been discussed include: Statistical analysis of regional fishing CPUE is
robust in regions reporting greater than 100 days of fishing effort. Those regions reporting less
than 100 days of fishing effort are acceptable when indicating a consistent trend over time.
These statistical procedures are generally very accurate as they include parameters of central
tendency and variability statistics. More robust statistics can be employed to analyze long term
trends in CPUE, which include multiple regression and correlation with regional fishery,
economic and environmental factors. These analyses are utilized by fishery stock assessment
and managers in determining changes in the status of fishery resources and by the Pacific Fishery
Management Council in support of regulatory options. Any reduced effort (less frequent than
annual) would compromise the time series resulting in reduced ability to provide robust analyses
as mandated.

3. Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse.
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be
provided if they will not yield "reliable’ data that can be generalized to the universe
studied.

All individual anglers participating in the SWFSC’s Billfish Tagging Program are encouraged to
complete the Survey card through the Billfish Newsletter. In addition, SWFSC staff working
directly with individuals, sport fishing clubs and other organizations encourage participation.
The Survey currently serves as predominantly an outreach tool and the data are presented to the
public without any manipulation. The data are available to both the public and Government
scientists and further analysis can take place as needed. Therefore, there is no statistical method
in place to deal with non-response bias. However, if stock assessment scientists wish to use the
data for management purposes, then these issues will be addressed.

4. Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB
must give prior approval.

Tests to refine the collection protocol have not been conducted. The survey results do indicate
some refinements could improve the response rates, in particular making it easier for respondents
to reply. This is particularly true for foreign and institutional respondents. We are pursuing
establishing a web-based form which could increase outreach efforts to improve response rates
by making responses easier for both parties.

5. Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.

The Project Lead is James Wraith, Fishery Biologist (858.546.7107).
2



Greetings billfish anglers! Please complete the attached Billfish Angler Survey for 2014 and return as soon

ATTENTION

as possible. The results will be summarized for the next issue of the Billfish Newsletter which is currently

being compiled.

Remember that one form should be filled out per angler. Additional copies can be photocopied or printed off

our website and mailed to us: http://swfsc.noaa.gov/frd-billfish.aspx. If your name or address differs from

what is on the mail label, please indicate the change in the space provided. When you are finished filling out

the survey form, simply fold it in thirds so that the "NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE - NOAA"

address is on the outside, tape it closed, and drop itin the mail. Postage is paidinthe USA.

Thank you for your support.

Fine fishing for now and forever!

Suzanne Kohin, Fisheries Biologist
James Wraith, Fisheries Biologist |:| Email:

If you prefer to receive the Billfish Newsletter by email,
please check the box below and provide your email
address, we will add your name to our electronic
mailing list.

3137dWOD
3sv3aild

Captains, to avoid duplicate reports, please indicate only
your individual fishing days and catch.

Do not report client’s effort and catch.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND NO POSTAGE
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION NECESSARY
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE IF MAILED
IN THE
OFFICIAL BUSINESS UNITED STATES
I
I
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL —
I
FIRST-CLASS MAIL  PERMIT NO. 7411 WASHINGTON DC —
I
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE-NOAA
I

SOUTHWEST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER
8901 LA JOLLA SHORES DRIVE

LA JOLLA CA 92037

USA

PACIFIC-INDIAN OCEAN INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH ANGLING SURVEY
FOR 2014 ONLY

BILLFISH ANGLERS: This survey to determine the trend in recreational fishing in the Pacific Ocean has been conducted annually
since 1969. Your response will enable us to determine average catch rates of specific billfish in the areas indicated on the other
side of this card. Accurate records are needed to determine the status of the stock, which will help ensure healthy populations in
the future. Responseis voluntary.

For each angler that fished for billfish in 2014 we request that you individually, and as accurately as possible, indicate the number of
days you fished for billfish during the calendar year of 2014 and the number of billfish caught by species. Fish tagged and/or
released are counted as caught. If you fished but were unsuccessful, it is still important to indicate the number of actual days
fished.

The U.S. Government requires that all mailing lists be revised annually. If you did not fish but would like to remain on the mailing
list, complete the address portion at the bottom of this card and return. Your cooperation is requested, and by completing the
address portion you will be advised on the survey results. Please return as soon as possible. Postage is not required if mailed
inthe USA.
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Federal Register/Vol. 80, No. 177/Monday, September 14, 2015/ Notices

55097

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—XE153

Advisory Committee to the U.S.
Section of the International
Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas; Fall Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: In preparation for the 2015
International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)
meeting, the Advisory Committee to the
U.S. Section to ICCAT is announcing
the convening of its fall meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held
October 8-9, 2015. There will be an
open session on Thursday, October 8,
2015, from 9 a.m. through
approximately 12:30 p.m. The
remainder of the meeting will be closed
to the public and is expected to end by
1 p.m. on October 9. Interested members
of the public may present their views
during the public comment session on
October 8, 2015.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Sheraton Hotel, 8777 Georgia Ave.,
Silver Spring, MD 20910. Written
comments should be sent via email
(Rachel.O’Malley@noaa.gov). Comments
may also be sent via mail to Rachel
O’Malley at NMFS, Office of
International Affairs and Seafood
Inspection, Room 10653, 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rachel O’Malley, Office of International
Affairs and Seafood Inspection, 301—
427-8373.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Committee to the U.S. Section
to ICCAT will meet October 8-9, 2015,
first in an open session to consider
management-and research-related
information on stock status of Atlantic
highly migratory species and then in a
closed session to discuss sensitive
matters. The open session will be from
9 a.m. through 12:30 p.m. on October 8,
2015, including an opportunity for
public comment beginning at
approximately 12 p.m. Comments may
also be submitted in writing for the
Advisory Committee’s consideration.
Interested members of the public can
submit comments by mail or email; use
of email is encouraged. All written
comments must be received by October
6, 2015 (see ADDRESSES).

NMFS expects members of the public
to conduct themselves appropriately at
the open session of the Advisory
Committee meeting. At the beginning of
the public comment session, an
explanation of the ground rules will be
provided (e.g., alcohol in the meeting
room is prohibited, speakers will be
called to give their comments in the
order in which they registered to speak,
each speaker will have an equal amount
of time to speak and speakers should
not interrupt one another). The session
will be structured so that all attending
members of the public are able to
comment, if they so choose, regardless
of the degree of controversy of the
subject(s). Those not respecting the
ground rules will be asked to leave the
meeting.

After the open session, the Advisory
Committee will meet in closed session
to discuss sensitive information relating
to upcoming international negotiations
regarding the conservation and
management of Atlantic highly
migratory species.

Special Accommodations

The meeting location is physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Rachel O’Malley
at (301) 427-8373 or Rachel.O’Malley@
noaa.gov at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Dated: September 9, 2015.
John Henderschedt,

Director, Office of International Affairs and
Seafood Inspection, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-23066 Filed 9-11-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; International
Billfish Angler Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before November 13,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to James Wraith, Southwest
Fisheries Science Center, 8901 La Jolla
Shores Drive, La Jolla, CA 92037, (858)
546 7087 or james.wraith@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

The International Billfish Angler
Survey began in 1969 and is an integral
part of the Billfish Research Program at
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s (NOAA) Southwest
Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC). The
survey tracks recreational angler fishing
catch and effort for billfish in the Pacific
and Indian Oceans in support of the
Pacific and Western Pacific Fishery
Management Councils, authorized
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management and Act
(MSA). The data are used by scientists
and fishery managers to assist with
assessing the status of billfish stocks.
The survey is intended for anglers
cooperating in the Billfish Program and
is entirely voluntary. This survey is
specific to recreational anglers fishing
for Istiophorid and Xiphiid billfish in
the Pacific and Indian Oceans; as such
it provides the only estimates of catch
per unit of effort for recreational billfish
fishing in those areas.

II. Method of Collection

The paper form is sent to anglers with
recent participation in the SWFSC
Billfish Research Program and is also
available for downloading on the
SWFSC Billfish Program Web site.
Completed forms are submitted by mail.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0020.

Form Number: NOAA Form 88-10.

Type of Review: Regular (extension of
a current information collection).

Affected public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
600.

Estimated Time per Response: 5
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 50.
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Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: September 8, 2015.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2015-22991 Filed 9—11—15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING
COMMISSION

Public Alert—Registration Deficient
List

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.

ACTION: Notice; request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (“CFTC” or
“Commission”’) is announcing a new
program, the Registration Deficient List
(“RED List), that will post on the
Commission’s Web site and distribute to
the public certain factual information
about foreign entities that are soliciting
or accepting funds from U.S. residents
and are acting in a manner that requires
registration but are not appropriately
registered with the CFTC.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before October 14, 2015.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by “Registration Deficient
List,” by any of the following methods:

e The agency’s Web site, at http://
comments.cftc.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments
through the Web site.

e Mail: Christopher Kirkpatrick,
Secretary of the Commission,

Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, Three Lafayette Centre,
1155 21st Street NW., Washington, DC
20581.

e Hand Delivery/Courier: Same as
Mail above.

o Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Please submit your comments using
only one method.

All comments must be submitted in
English, or if not, accompanied by an
English translation. Comments will be
posted as received to www.cftc.gov. You
should submit only information that
you wish to make available publicly. If
you wish the Commission to consider
information that you believe is exempt
from disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act, a petition for
confidential treatment of the exempt
information may be submitted according
to the procedures established in § 145.9
of the Commission’s regulations.?

The Commission reserves the right,
but shall have no obligation, to review,
pre-screen, filter, redact, refuse or
remove any or all of your submission
from www.cftc.gov that it may deem to
be inappropriate for publication, such as
obscene language. All submissions that
have been redacted or removed that
contain comments on the merits of the
rulemaking will be retained in the
public comment file and will be
considered as required under the
Administrative Procedure Act and other
applicable laws, and may be accessible
under the Freedom of Information Act.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rick
Glaser, Deputy Director, Division of
Enforcement, Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, Three Lafayette
Centre, 1151 21st Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20581, phone: (202)
418-5358, email: rglaser@cftc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The CFTC
today is announcing a new program,
effective immediately, for informing the
public about unregistered foreign
entities engaged in the solicitation or
acceptance of funds from U.S. residents
at a retail level. These entities solicit
and/or accept funds for investments in,
among other things, foreign currency
(“forex”) and binary options. Through
this new program, the Registration
Deficient List (“RED List”), the
Commission will publish on its Web site
the names of unregistered foreign
entities that the Commission has reason
to believe may be required to register
with the CFTC but are not, in fact,
registered. Publication does not
represent final Commission disposition

117 CFR 145.9 (2014).

or a final Commission order. By making
this information publicly available, the
Commission expects investors to make
more informed decisions whether to
trade with or through such an entity.
The more U.S. investors trade with and
through registered entities, the more
likely that their funds have a better
chance of being protected.

I. Background

The Commission often receives
investigative leads relating to foreign
entities that solicit and/or accept funds
from U.S. residents at a retail level. For
example, the CFTC’s Division of
Enforcement (‘“Enforcement”) has
investigated approximately 60 such
cases in the past twenty-four months.
These cases involve unregistered foreign
entities that engage in, among other
things, forex in a capacity similar to
Retail Foreign Exchange Dealers,
Introducing Brokers, Commodity
Trading Advisors or Commodity Pool
Operators and binary options.2 Almost
all, if not all, of these foreign entities are
acting in a capacity that requires them
to be registered with the Commission.

In many cases, there are obstacles to
bringing an effective enforcement action
against these types of entities. For
example, the Commission spends
considerable resources investigating
these matters. Even if Enforcement is
able to develop a legal case against one
of these entities, international service of
process is cumbersome, often takes a
very long time to effectuate and is not
always successful. Even if service of
process is successful, many of these
entities are judgment proof.

The Commission believes that a
consumer protection approach has a
better chance of success than continuing
to spend resources on Enforcement
investigations and litigations that have a
limited chance of success. The proposed
RED List would disseminate
information about certain foreign
entities into the marketplace so that U.S.
residents would be able to make more
informed choices about how they trade
their money. This approach is used by
other regulators, including the
Securities and Exchange Commission.3

2The Commission uses forex and binary options
merely as illustrative examples. Any entity that
meets the criteria set forth below is a candidate for
inclusion on the RED list.

3 There are approximately 47 countries that issue,
or have issued, lists, warning letters, or public
statements, including Belgium, Brazil, British
Virgin Islands, Canada (Ontario, British Columbia
and the Quebec provincial regulators), Croatia,
Denmark, Hong Kong, Ireland, Malaysia, Panama,
Poland, Cyprus, Singapore, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Thailand, The Netherlands, the United
Kingdom and the U.S.

The International Organization of Securities
Commissions (“IOSCO”’) has established an
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