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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
COMMERCIAL FISHERIES SEAFOOD PROCESSING SURVEY 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0018 
 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for a revision to a current information collection. 
 
NOAA Form 88-13 (under OMB Control No. 0648-0018) is used to collect annual information 
annually on seafood and industrial fishery processing plants. These data are required by the 
Secretary of Commerce in carrying out provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (Section 101-627 of 16 U.S.C. 1801). Each Fishery 
Management Plan established under the Magnuson-Stevens Act must determine the estimated 
capacity by United States seafood processors for the managed fishery. Data from this survey are 
used in economic analyses to estimate the capacity and extent to which U.S. fish processors, on 
an annual basis, will process that portion of the optimum yield harvested by domestic fishing 
vessels. Employment data are used in socioeconomic analyses for determining the potential 
impacts on processing employment, due in part to management measures (16 U.S.C. Section 
303(a)(4)(C). 
 
The current form gathers information on production and revenue from seafood fishery 
processors. This request is for a one-time add-on to NOAA Form 88-13. Currently Form 88-13 
requests information about revenue from seafood products and the add-on requests information 
on product costs. The data collected will be used to update regional fishery economic models. 
The information collection is necessary in that it has been more than two decades since the 
model to produce commercial fishery economic impacts and value added for commercial marine 
products has been updated.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The add-on requests information on fishery quantity and costs by species name. The respondent 
will have to list all species, the quantity that was not paid for, the quantity that was paid for and 
the cost for that species. The add-on also requests information on the revenue received for 
custom processing of fish owned by another processor, the revenue from offloading fees. This 
information is needed to estimate the mark-up value for each of the species processed at the 
facility. The mark-up value is estimated as the difference between the revenue from the sale of 
species (collected from NOAA Form 88-13 under OMB Control No. 0648-0018) and the amount 
paid for these species (requested information from add-on survey). 
 
The data from the add-on survey on costs will be used to update the model that produces various 
economic analyses. These economic analyses include the Value Added for Commercial Marine 
Products published in Fisheries of the United States, commercial fishing economic impacts 
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published in Fisheries Economics of the United States and in regional impact models to support 
Fishery Management Plans. Section 303 of 16 U.S.C 1853 requires Fishery Management Plans 
to assess and specify the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annual 
basis, will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing vessels of 
the United States. Fishery Management Plans are also required to estimate the processing 
capacity utilized by fish processors. Plans are also required to include a fishery impact statement 
which assesses, specifies and analyzes the likely effects of management measures for the 
participants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or amendment. 
 
The data collected currently under NOAA Form 88-13 are used by NOAA Fisheries and 
Regional Council economists to complete the analyses on estimating processing capacity and 
measuring economic impacts of fishery management regulations, required by the Magnuson-
Stevens Act to support Fishery Management Plans or Amendments. Employment data will be 
analyzed to determine the seasonality of specific fisheries. 
 
NOAA Form 88-13c is used to collect monthly production of fish meal and oil. These data are 
needed by the Department of Commerce to report market and supply conditions and are used by 
the industry to procure sufficient inputs to produce such products as animal feeds, paint, and 
lubricants (13 U.S.C. 61 et seq.). There is no change to this information collection as part of this 
revision. 
 
The information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support publicly 
disseminated information. NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA 
standards for confidentiality, privacy and electronic information. See response to Question 10 of 
this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior 
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review, pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The data will be collected via a voluntary mail survey, and thus the use of automated, electronic, 
mechanical or other technological techniques is minimal. The Survey of Fishery Processors 
(OMB Control No. 0648-0018) provides each processor with a unique pre-printed form that 
includes the products produced in the previous year. On this form, respondents only need to fill 
in quantities and value, and any new products. The add-on for this information collection does 
not use any additional automated technology, with the exception of a mail merge to create 
personalized cover letters and mailing labels. The cover letter will involve the merging of the 
sampling database with prepared cover letters to create a personalized introduction to the survey.   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Currently under OMB Control No. 0648-0018, federally licensed processors are contacted. This 
add-on augments that survey frame and includes participants in NOAA Fisheries’ Seafood 
Inspection Program, state licensed dealers and processors compiled by the Atlantic Cooperative 
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Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program, and those who applied for first receiver site licenses 
from the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission. All of these sources were combined to 
form the frame for this add-on survey. The final frame was examined to remove duplicate 
entries, those entries with the same owner name for multiple locations or the same business name 
for multiple locations. Also duplicates from the multiple sources were removed as well.  
 
Processors and dealers in the State of Alaska will be exempted from this survey because the State 
of Alaska collects this information in a separate information collection; therefore, this survey 
excludes those processors to reduce burden. Also, all participants of the West Coast Groundfish 
Trawl Fishery must complete an annual Economic Data Collection form (OMB Control No. 
0648-0618) as noted in regulation 50 CFR 660.114. The data in this information collection are 
similar to those collected under OMB Control No. 0648-0618 and as a result, the processors in 
the West Coast Groundfish Trawl Fishery will be excluded as well to avoid duplication. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The vast majority of the respondents are considered small businesses; separate requirements 
based on size of business have not been developed. Only the minimal data are requested. 
Furthermore, this survey will be conducted as an add-on to an existing survey. The reasoning 
behind this approach is to minimize burden to the respondents. Respondents already are sent 
NOAA Form 88-13 annually and this survey requires a few additional questions. In order to 
minimize the burden to respondents, the surveys are being sent jointly.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
This is a one-time add-on survey. The regional economic models that produce estimates of 
impacts from regulatory decisions have not been updated in more than two decades. The 
information collection will update the model that produces national and regional commercial 
fishery impacts. If the survey is not conducted, the data necessary to complete our regulatory 
requirements will be severely out of date. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection will be conducted in a manner consistent with OMB Guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on November 7, 2013 (78 FR 66899) solicited public 
comment.  
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An e-mail was received from Shannon Davis of The Research Group, LLC. He requested further 
information about the sampling frame and sampling procedure. The frame was not available at 
that time, but we agreed to send him the frame at a later date. Once the frame was available, we 
sent him an electronic copy.  
 
Paul MacGregor, representing the At-sea Seafood processing sector in Alaska, phoned and e-
mailed about the survey and proposed information collection. He requested a copy of the survey, 
which was not available at the time; however, we sent him a copy of the survey used for the 
West Coast Groundfish Economic Data Collection Program, OMB 0648-0618. The West Coast 
Groundfish First Receiver and Shore-based Processor survey form was the basis for this 
information collection. Once a draft survey for this information collection was completed, a copy 
was sent to Mr. MacGregor on 12/18/2013.  
 
No further comments were received. 
 
We attended Seafood Expo North America in March 2014 to meet with members of the seafood 
processing industry to elicit their comments on the draft survey. The constituents (three from 
Alaska and one from Virginia) provided valuable input on the survey and sampling procedure; 
these comments were incorporated into the final draft survey. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the survey, the data collected will be kept confidential as required by section 402(b) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries 
Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without 
identification as to its source. Respondents are assured on the survey form of confidentiality and 
that their responses will not be tied to them individually; data will be aggregated. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Under the current OMB 0648-0018, the number of responses and burden hours are 963 and 455 
respectively. The proposed collection will require approximately 587 burden hours (1,174 
estimated respondents, and responses, at 30 minutes per response). New total responses and 
hours for the first year (in which the add-on survey is conducted) are 2,137 responses and 1,042 
hours (see Table 1). Annualizing the add-on survey responses and hours to 391 and 196, 
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brings the new annualized responses and burden to 1,354 and 651. 
 
Table 1. Calculation of reporting burden hours. 

Form No. entities Items/Entities Tot no. of 
responses 

Response 
time 

Tot. 
hours 

NOAA Form 
88-13 

855 1 855 30 
minutes 

427.5 
(428) 

NOAA Form 
88-13c 

9 12 108 15 
minutes 

27 

Add-on 1,174 1 1,174 30 
minutes 

587 

Total 2,038  2,137  1,042 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no start-up, capital, or maintenance costs associated with this collection.  No new or 
specialized equipment is needed to respond to this collection.  The forms are provided with 
postage-paid envelopes. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The estimated cost to the government is $14,568 (Table 2). Staff (port agents) will contact the 
potential respondents.   
 
Table 2. Estimated cost to the Federal government. 

 Quantity Unit cost Subtotal 
Forms 2,319 0.05 116 
Postage 2,319 0.85 1,971 

 Hours    
Staff Support 220 20.50 4,510 
Ayeisha Brinson 160 49.82 7,971 

  Total 14,568 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This one-time survey adds questions about fishery quantity and costs by species name.  One-time 
addition of responses and hours: 1,174 and 587, annualized to 391 and 196. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
All results will be entered in a database using standard QA/QC procedures in survey research.  
Economists from NOAA Fisheries will analyze the data using standard software (e.g. SAS) and 
standard statistical procedures that are appropriate for survey data.  Results from this collection 
may be used in scientific, management, technical or general informational publications, and 
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would follow prescribed statistical tabulations and summary table formats. Data will be available 
to the general public on request in summary form only.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
COMMERCIAL FISHERIES SEAFOOD PROCESSING SURVEY 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0018 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g., establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The Survey of Fish Processors (OMB Control No. 0648-0018) sends NOAA Form 88-13 to 
federally licensed seafood processors. This add-on survey expands that frame to include more 
sources. In addition to the federally licensed seafood processors from the Survey of Fish 
Processors, participants in NOAA Fisheries’ Seafood Inspection Program,  state licensed dealers 
and processors compiled by the Atlantic Cooperative Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program, 
and those who applied for first receiver site licenses from the Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission were combined to form the frame for this survey.  
 
Under the original Survey of Fish Processors, there are 855 seafood processors. The number of 
entries in this proposed sample frame by each region is listed in Table 3. The entire population is 
5,030 dealers or processors. 
 
Table 3. Breakdown of sampling strategy by region 
Column 1. 
Region Column 2. No. 

entries in 
sample frame 

(N) 

Column 3. 
Observations 

required to 
estimate true 

population value 
(n  see Eqn. 1) 

Column 4. 
Sample size 

required under 
assumption of 
60% response 
rate (Column 

C/60%) 

Column 5. 
Sample size with 

20% buffer 
(Column 

D*115%) 

Great Lakes* 14 14 14 14 
Gulf of 
Mexico 680 197 328 394 

Hawaii* 14 14 14 14 
Mid-Atlantic 410 166 277 332 
New England 676 197 328 394 

Northwest 229 126 210 252 
Southwest  930 214 357 428 

South Atlantic 2,076 245 408 490 
American 

Samoa* 1 1 1 1 

Total 5,030 1,174 1,937 2,319 
*All of the respondents in these strata will be surveyed due to low numbers. 



2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
A stratified random sample of the frame will be used to draw the sample population. Note that 
each region is represented within each l strata. This collection is a one-time data collection.  
 
Following Equation 1 (Yamane 1967) approximately 2,319 observations are required to 
represent the true value for each region, assuming a +/- 6% precision rate, 

 

Equation 1. 2)(1 eN
Nn

+
=  

Equation 1, Example South Atlantic. 2)06.0(076,21
076,2245

+
=  

 
where n is the sample size, N is the population size, and e is the level of precision required.  The 
equation assumes a confidence interval of 95% and maximum variability in the sample (.50).  An 
observation unit is an individual respondent.   
 
The number of observations required to estimate the true population estimate (n) is calculated for 
each stratum, l (column 3 in Table 1). In previous years, the Survey of Fishery Processors has 
achieved a 60% response rate; therefore, we assume a 60% response rate for this survey (column 
4 in Table 1), and funds will be available to provide a 20% sampling buffer, resulting in a 
combined sample of 2,319 (column 5 in Table 1). 
 
The sample includes those in the Survey of Fish Processors, plus state licensed dealers and 
processors from Atlantic Cooperative Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program, those who applied 
for first receiver site licenses from the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission and 
participants in NOAA’s Seafood Inspection Program. 
 
Regional port agents will send the survey to those respondents included in the Survey of Fish 
Processors (OMB Control No. 0648-0018). Regional port agents work closely with national, 
regional and state industry trade associations. Port agents often hold discussions with industry 
leaders to describe the necessity of their members to provide the information. The Survey of Fish 
Processors has been conducted for the past 20 years and port agents may have personal 
relationships with the processors. The port agents will follow-up with phone calls to encourage 
responses. A second survey mailing will be sent to all respondents who have not completed and 
returned their survey within the first three months of the initial mailing in early December. A 
second mailing to those who have not yet responded is conducted in late February. Port agents 
will conduct follow-up phone calls within two weeks of this mailing to determine if problems 
have arisen. This follows the usual protocol for the Survey of Fish Processors. 
 
For those respondents not included in the Survey of Fishery Processors (OMB Control No. 0648-
0018), the information collection will follow a modified Dillman Approach (Dillman 2000):  

• Each respondent will receive a pre-notice letter informing the potential respondent of the 



survey effort, purpose, and forthcoming survey instrument.  
• Approximately 9 days after the pre-notice, a survey instrument and cover letter will be 

mailed to all sampling units.   
• A reminder postcard will be sent to all respondents one month after the survey mailing. 
• A second survey mailing will be sent to all respondents who have not completed and 

returned their survey within two weeks of the reminder postcard. 
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
Approximately 50 percent of the survey forms are returned within the first three months of the 
initial mailing for the Survey of Fishery Processors; we expect the same results for the additional 
respondents. For those respondents in the Survey of Fish Processors, a second survey mailing 
will be sent to all respondents who have not completed and returned their survey within the first 
three months of the initial mailing in early December. A second mailing to those who have not 
yet responded is conducted in late February. Port agents will conduct follow-up phone calls 
within two weeks of this mailing to determine if problems have arisen. 
 
The mail survey implementation will follow state-of-the-art protocols described in ‘The Tailored 
Design Method’ (Dillman 2000).  Protocols include four mailings with approximately 2 – 4  
weeks between mailings:  (1) a pre-notice letter informing the respondent that they have been 
selected to receive a survey within the next two weeks; (2) a cover letter describing the 
importance of filling out the survey completely and the survey questionnaire; (3) a post-card 
follow up thanking respondents who returned their survey and reminding respondents to 
complete their survey and return it if they have not already done so; (4) a final mailing including 
a cover letter and survey instrument.  The Tailored Design Method is designed to maximize 
response rates, and components of the design have been scientifically tested and determined to 
increase response rates for mail surveys (Dillman 2000).   
 
A small random sample of non-respondents will be contacted by telephone to determine the 
extent, if any, of non-response bias.   
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
The Survey of Fishery Processors has been conducted in the same manner for 20 years. No tests 
have been conducted recently. The add-on questions were based on an annual survey conducted 
on the U.S. West Coast under OMB Control No. 0648-0618 since 2009.  
 
 
 
 
 
  



5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Regional agency personnel and port agents conduct the census of fishery processors. The main 
NOAA Fisheries regional contacts are: 
 
Northeast Region – Victor Vecchio 631-324-3569 
Southeast Region – Lawrence Beerkircher 305-361-4290, ext 290 
Gulf Region – Pamela Brown-Eyo 305-361-4565, ext 565 
Southwest Region – Craig D’Angelo 562-980-4024 
Northwest Region – Hollye Maxwell (Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission) 503-595-
3100 
Pacific Islands – Walter Ikehara 808-944-2275 
 
Sampling Design, Data Analysis and Report Writing: 
Ayeisha Brinson 301-427-8198 
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(Prenotice) 
 
 
 
 
 
<Date> 
<FULLNAME> 
<STREET ADDRESS> 
<CITY>, <ST> <ZIPCODE> 
 
Dear <insert name>,  
 
 
In a few days you will be receiving a questionnaire from the National Marine Fisheries Service.  
This is a voluntary questionnaire asking a sample of stakeholders about seafood processing and 
fisheries management. We are conducting this survey to improve our model that estimates 
economic impacts for regional economies. Results of the survey will be used to determine the 
impacts to seafood processing companies from regulatory changes. 
 
We have found that many people like to know ahead of time that they will be receiving a 
questionnaire, so we are sending this notice to you in advance. Understanding this information 
will help fisheries managers in their decision-making, and we look forward to receiving your 
completed questionnaire.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ayeisha Brinson, Ph.D. 
Office of Science and Technology 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
301-427-8198 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

United States Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(1st mailing cover letter) 
 
 
 
 
<Date> 
<FULLNAME> 
<STREET ADDRESS> 
<CITY>, <ST> <ZIPCODE> 
 
Dear <insert name>, 
 
You may recall from an earlier letter that you will be receiving a voluntary questionnaire about seafood 
processing and fisheries management.  That questionnaire accompanies this letter, and is part of an 
effort by the National Marine Fisheries Service to understand economic impacts for regional 
economies in regards to current and future fisheries management.       
 
Your opinions are important.   You have been selected to participate because we identified you as either 
a seafood processor or dealer. Please take a few minutes to share by completing the questionnaire.  It 
should take about 30 minutes, and all responses are completely confidential.   
 
Please do not hesitate to call or email if you have any questions concerning this effort.  We appreciate 
your time and look forward to your completed questionnaire.  A report containing the survey results will 
be available at:  
https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/economics/index  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Ayeisha Brinson, Ph.D. 
Office of Science and Technology 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
301-427-8198 
 

 

United States Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 



 
(Postcard) 
 
 
<Date> 
<FULLNAME> 
<STREET ADDRESS> 
<CITY>, <ST> <ZIPCODE> 
 
Dear <insert name>,  
 
You were recently sent a questionnaire concerning seafood processing.  If you have returned 
the questionnaire, thank you. If you have not yet completed the questionnaire, please take a 
few minutes to do so now. Your input is important in helping fisheries management meet your 
needs.    
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Ayeisha Brinson, Ph.D. 
Office of Science and Technology 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
301-427-8198 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
(2nd mailing cover letter)  
 
 
 
 
 
<Date> 
<FULLNAME> 
<STREET ADDRESS> 
<CITY>, <ST> <ZIPCODE> 
 
Dear <insert name>,  
 
We recently sent you a questionnaire about seafood processing.  Although we have received 
completed questionnaires from many of the fisheries stakeholders that were selected to 
participate, to date we have not heard from you.  Your opinions and concerns are very 
important, as they will help fisheries managers understand the needs and concerns of a variety 
of stakeholder interests.   
 
Please do not hesitate to call or email if you have any questions concerning this effort.  We 
appreciate your time and look forward to your completed questionnaire.  A report containing 
the survey results will be available at: 
https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/economics/index 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Ayeisha Brinson, Ph.D.  
Office of Science and Technology 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
301-427-8198 
nmfs.RecAttitudes2013@noaa.gov 
 

 
 

United States Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/economics/index
mailto:nmfs.RecAttitudes2013@noaa.gov
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Have questions? Email @noaa.gov 

OMB Control No. 0648‐0018   Expiration Date: 10/31/2016

US FISHERY PRODUCTS PROCESSORS SUPPLEMENTAL ECONOMIC SURVEY
All answers are strictly confidential. Please report data for calendar year 2014, if available.  

Survey Objective: This survey by NOAA Fisheries collects data on U.S. firms that process fishery products in order to 
better understand the potential economic impacts of commercial fisheries management actions. 

Please see the cover letter accompanying this survey for more details on its purpose, and how the data you provide will 
be used. Participation in this survey is completely voluntary. 

Company PHONE       Company FAX 

_____MAIL ADDRESS____ 

____PLANT ADDRESS___ 

2014 EMPLOYMENT DATA 

Total Number of 
Employees 

Total Hours 
Worked 

Production Workers

Non‐Production Workers 
(including clerical, sales, 
advertising, credit, collection, 
installation, cafeteria, guard 
services, legal, and finance.) 

FISHERY PRODUCT COST QUESTIONS

In the table below, provide the weight and cost of fished received in 2014. Please note that there are separate columns 
for fish that were paid for and fish that were not paid for (e.g., transferred from another facility). 

 Do not include fish received for custom processing

 Include fish purchased by you that custom process by another processor outside of this facility

 Include any post‐season adjustments

 Gross Cost of Fish Paid for includes the value of any taxes paid on behalf of delivering vessels

SPECIES NAME  

Fish NOT PAID for  Fish PAID for 

TOTAL WEIGHT 
(pounds) 

TOTAL WEIGHT 
(pounds) 

GROSS COST 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

If you need additional space, please continue on the back or on a separate sheet of paper. 

OTHER EARNINGS

Please provide the revenue received for custom processing of fish owned by another processor 
outside of this facility in 2014. 

$ 

Offloading Fees  $ 

Other (please specify)  $ 

Other (please specify)  $ 



Have questions? Email @noaa.gov 

 
 

 

 

FISHERY PRODUCT COST QUESTIONS (additional space if needed) 

In the table below, provide the weight and cost of fished received in 2014. Please note that there are separate columns 
for fish that were paid for and fish that were not paid for (e.g., transferred from another facility). 

 Do not include fish received for custom processing 

 Include fish purchased by you that custom process by another processor outside of this facility 

 Include any post‐season adjustments 

 Gross Cost of Fish Paid for includes the value of any taxes paid on behalf of delivering vessels 

SPECIES NAME  

Fish NOT PAID for  Fish PAID for 

TOTAL WEIGHT 
(pounds) 

TOTAL WEIGHT 
(pounds) 

GROSS COST 

      $ 
      $ 
      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 
      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 

      $ 
      $ 
      $ 
      $ 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, 
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this 
burden to: Ayeisha Brinson, NOAA Fisheries Service, F/ST5, 1315 East‐West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910. This is a voluntary survey and responses 
are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of 
Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to 
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays 
a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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written description of the merchandise 
subject to this proceeding is dispositive. 

Final Results of Expedited Changed 
Circumstances Review 

The Department continues to find that 
changed circumstances exist (i.e., the 
Japanese end-user remains unable to 
take delivery due to ongoing 
improvements and countermeasures 
following the March 11, 2011 
earthquake and tsunami in Japan), and 
that it is appropriate to extend the 
deadline for re-exportation of this sole 
entry of low-enriched uranium. The 
Department determines that the 
deadline for re-exportation of this sole 
entry is November 1, 2015, and that this 
will be the final extension. The 
Department further determines that, if 
the Japanese end-user is unable to take 
delivery by the November 1, 2015 
deadline, AREVA, the U.S. importer as 
well as the French exporter, will be 
required to re-export this sole entry to 
France or pay antidumping duties on 
the entry at the applicable rate. AREVA 
and the end-user will be required to 
submit amended certifications to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP). 
The Department will release amended 
certifications to parties for comment 
before AREVA and the end-user are 
required to submit to such certifications 
to CBP. 

Instructions to CBP 

The Department will inform CBP that 
the deadline for re-exportation of the 
single entry at issue is extended to 
November 1, 2015. The Department will 
instruct CBP to collect amended 
certifications from AREVA and its end- 
user within 30 days of publication of 
these final results of changed 
circumstances review. 

Notification Regarding Administrative 
Protective Orders 

This notice is the only reminder to 
parties subject to the administrative 
protective order (APO) of their 
responsibility concerning the return or 
destruction of proprietary information 
disclosed under the APO in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3). Timely 
written notification of the return or 
destruction of APO materials or 
conversion to judicial protective order is 
hereby requested. Failure to comply 
with the regulations and the terms of an 
APO is a sanctionable violation. 

We are issuing and publishing these 
preliminary results and notice in 
accordance with sections 751(b)(1) and 
777(i)(1) and (2) of the Act and 19 CFR 
351.216. 

Dated: October 31, 2013. 
Paul Piquado, 
Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance. 
[FR Doc. 2013–26742 Filed 11–6–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration, 
North American Free-Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), Article 1904 Binational Panel 
Reviews 

AGENCY: NAFTA Secretariat, United 
States Section, International Trade 
Administration, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of decision of panel. 

SUMMARY: On October 11, 2013, the 
NAFTA Chapter 19 binational panel 
issued its decision in the review of the 
final results of the 2011 antidumping 
administrative review made by the 
Mexican Ministry of Economy, with 
respect to Certain Types of Stearic Acid 
from the United States, irrespective of 
the country of shipment (NAFTA 
Secretariat File Number MEX–2011– 
1904–01). The binational panel affirmed 
the Mexican Ministry of Economy’s 
final determination regarding this 
matter. Copies of the panel’s decision in 
English and Spanish are available from 
the U.S. Section of the NAFTA 
Secretariat. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ellen M. Bohon, United States 
Secretary, NAFTA Secretariat, Suite 
2061, 14th and Constitution Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20230, (202) 482–5438. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Chapter 
19 of the North American Free-Trade 
Agreement (‘‘Agreement’’) establishes a 
mechanism to replace domestic judicial 
review of final determinations in 
antidumping and countervailing duty 
cases involving imports from a NAFTA 
country with review by independent 
binational panels. When a Request for 
Panel Review is filed, a panel is 
established to act in place of national 
courts to review expeditiously the final 
determination to determine whether it 
conforms with the antidumping or 
countervailing duty law of the country 
that made the determination. 

Under Article 1904 of the Agreement, 
which came into force on January 1, 
1994, the Government of the United 
States, the Government of Canada and 
the Government of Mexico established 
Rules of Procedure for Article 1904 
Binational Panel Reviews (‘‘Rules’’). 
These Rules were published in the 
Federal Register on February 23, 1994 
(59 FR 8686). The panel review in this 

matter has been conducted in 
accordance with these Rules. 

Dated: October 22, 2013. 
Ellen M. Bohon, 
U.S. Secretary, NAFTA Secretariat. 
[FR Doc. 2013–26631 Filed 11–6–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–GT–M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Commercial 
Fisheries Seafood Processor Survey 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before January 6, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Ayeisha Brinson, (301) 427– 
8198 or ayeisha.brinson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new information 
collection. 

The objective of the survey is to 
collect information on seafood plant 
characteristics, plant ownership, 
operating costs, capital costs, labor and 
revenue related to the processing of 
marine fish species. As specified in the 
Magnuson-Stevenson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 
1996 (and reauthorized in 2007), NMFS 
is required to enumerate the economic 
impacts of the policies it implements on 
the harvesting and processing sectors of 
the commercial fishing industry, as well 
as to coastal communities. The 
information collected in this survey will 
be used to provide information on 
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potential impacts of management 
decisions on the fishing industry. In 
general, analysis of cost and revenue 
information for the seafood processing 
plant and other activities of the plant 
allow analysts to estimate the economic 
contributions and impacts of marine 
fish processing to each coastal state and 
nationwide. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include email of electronic 
forms, and mail and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: None. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
2,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,000. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: November 1, 2013. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2013–26666 Filed 11–6–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–BD68 

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Amendment 28 to the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Reef Fish 
Resources of the Gulf of Mexico 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of intent (NOI) to prepare 
a draft environmental impact statement 
(DEIS); scoping; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS, Southeast Region, in 
collaboration with the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council (Council) 
intends to prepare a DEIS to describe 
and analyze management alternatives to 
be included in Amendment 28 to the 
Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for the 
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of 
Mexico (Amendment 28). These 
alternatives will consider measures to 
reallocate red snapper resources 
between the commercial and 
recreational sectors with the purpose of 
increasing the net benefits and the 
stability of the red snapper component 
of the reef fish fishery. The purpose of 
this NOI is to solicit public comments 
on the scope of issues to be addressed 
in the DEIS. 
DATES: Written comments on the scope 
of issues to be addressed in the DEIS 
must be received by NMFS by December 
9, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on Amendment 28 identified by 
‘‘NOAA–NMFS–2013–0146’’ by any of 
the following methods: 

• Electronic submissions: Submit 
electronic comments via the Federal 
e-Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Go to 
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2013- 
0146, click the ‘‘Comment Now!’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Mail: Submit written comments to 
Peter Hood, Southeast Regional Office, 
NMFS, 263 13th Avenue South, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on www.regulations.gov 

without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter 
‘‘N/A’’ in the required fields if you wish 
to remain anonymous). Attachments to 
electronic comments will be accepted in 
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF 
file formats only. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Peter Hood, Southeast Regional Office, 
telephone: (727) 824–5305; or email: 
peter.hood@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Beginning 
in 2006, the Council expressed its intent 
to evaluate and possibly adjust the 
allocation of reef fish resources between 
the commercial and recreational sectors. 
Amendment 28 was initially developed 
by the Council to address changes in the 
allocation of grouper species, but the 
Council put this amendment on hold 
while they developed a fishery 
allocation policy consistent with 
NOAA’s Catch Share Policy. For both 
Amendment 28 and the Council’s catch 
share policy, public input was solicited 
at Council meetings. 

When the Council started discussing 
Amendment 28 again in October 2012, 
the Council added red snapper to the 
species to be considered. In February 
2013, the Council determined this 
amendment should focus solely on red 
snapper allocation to address shortened 
recreational season lengths and 
recreational quota overages. The 
Council decided the purpose of 
Amendment 28 is to consider changes to 
the commercial and recreational red 
snapper allocations to increase the net 
benefits from red snapper fishing and 
increase the stability of the red snapper 
component of the reef fish fishery, 
particularly for the recreational sector 
that has experienced progressively 
shorter seasons. The Council also 
recognized that the resulting 
reallocation among the sectors must 
distribute benefits expected from red 
snapper resources in a fair and equitable 
manner. The need for the proposed 
action, as stated by the Council, is to 
prevent overfishing while achieving the 
optimum yield, particularly with 
respect to food production and 
recreational opportunities, while 
rebuilding the red snapper stock. 

After considering the economic 
analyses conducted by NMFS, the loss 
of fishing opportunities by the 
recreational sector due to shorter fishing 
seasons, and public comments provided 
at Council meetings, the Council 
concluded that increasing the allocation 
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