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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
SOUTHEAST REGION DEALER AND INTERVIEW FAMILY OF FORMS

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0013

Introduction

This request for OMB review is for renewal of the existing reporting requirements that are
currently approved under control number 0648-0013, Southeast Region Dealer Family of Forms,
which expires on August 31, 2004.  This family of forms includes the various reporting
instruments and procedures that the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) uses to collect
landings statistics and quota monitoring data from commercial seafood dealers and interviews
with fishermen for effort and fishing locations data.

Fishery statistics are collected by the National Marine Fisheries Service for a variety of reasons
under several Federal statutes.   The overall purposes for the data collection activities under this
family have not changed significantly since the approval of this family of forms in 1995.  It
includes the same three methodologies that were included in the 1998 and the 2001 submissions. 
These methods include: (1) landings statistics, which include the general canvass statistics and
the shrimp landings statistics;  (2) mandatory dealer reporting for monitoring Federal fishery
quotas; and (3) bioprofile data from the Trip Interview Program (TIP).  The SEFSC employs
several methods to collect the variety of data included in 0648-0013.  The following is a brief
description of these procedures.

For the general canvass statistics, the SEFSC does not collect these data directly from the
seafood dealers.  The state fishery agencies in each of the states in the southeast region collect
landings statistics under their individual state authority.  The state agencies share these data with
the SEFSC as part of formal cooperative agreements between the SEFSC and the states.  These
cooperative arrangements serve to both reduce the overall cost of data collection and  avoid the
possibility of duplicate effort.  

Because more detailed information  is required for the shrimp landings statistics than some states
provide in the general canvass data, SEFSC employees collect these data directly from seafood
dealers.  The data that the SEFSC personnel collect are available from the sales receipts that are
maintain by the dealers as part of the routine accounting practices that are part of their normal
business operations.  The dealers are not asked nor required to keep any extra records, other than
the sales receipts, which are used by the SEFSC personnel to record the shrimp landings
statistics.  Consequently, this data collect activity does not impose any reporting on the dealers.  

For the shrimp fishing effort, this information is collected directly from shrimp fishermen by
personal interviews with them.  The fishermen are not asked to complete a form, instead, SEFSC
employees ask them for the information and record the data on work sheets for data entry. 
Although no formal reporting forms are needed for the shrimp interviews, it is necessary for the
fishermen to take the time to respond to the fishing effort questions and therefore, burden time is
included in the PRA.  
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To collect the data required  to monitor the fishery quotas, the SEFSC has developed simple,
easy to use forms that are to be completed by the dealers selected to report.  Currently, there are
7 forms in use by the SEFSC to monitor the fishery quotas.   Examples of the forms are attached. 
There are 3 other types of data included in 0648-003 (rock shrimp dealer data, golden crab dealer
data and coral dealer data), but the SEFSC does not actively collect these data.  As with the
general canvass data, the state fishery agencies provide these data; however, a minimal number
of hours is identified in the unlikely event the states cannot provide those data.

This PRA submission includes two significant program changes from the submission in 2001. 
The most significant change is the removal of the forms that are used to collect data for the
Highly Migratory Species Fishery Management Plan.  Approval for the use of these forms is
included in the Highly Migratory Species Dealer Reporting Family of Forms, OMB No. 00648-
0040.  The following five (5) forms are transferred from 0648-0013 to 0648-0040: swordfish
import form, swordfish and shark dealer biweekly reporting form,  swordfish and shark dealer
bi-weekly negative reporting form, BAYS tuna biweekly reporting form and  BAYS tuna bi-
weekly negative reporting form.  The second change is the addition of the quota monitoring form
used for  the deep and shallow-water grouper management units in the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish
Fishery Management Plan.  The changes in the public reporting burden as a result of these
modifications to this family of forms are described in item #15 below.

A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The data collected under the various programs included in 0648-0013 support a wide variety of
analytical and management functions performed by the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS).  These data are collected to support the stewardship role delegated to the NMFS under
various Federal regulations.

Under the Fish and Wildlife Act (FWA), modified by the Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970,
and enhanced by the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act (renamed in 1996 
as the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act), the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary) has undertaken a set of objectives for the conservation and management
of marine fishery resources.  Section 742(d) of the FWA requires the Secretary to conduct
continuing investigations, prepare and disseminate information, and make periodical reports to
the public, to the President and to Congress on the status of marine resources.  The Magnuson-
Stevens Act requires that conservation and management measures in fishery management plans
(FMP) must prevent overfishing while achieving, on a continuing basis, the optimum yield from
each fishery.  Such management measures must be based on the best available scientific
information.  The use of dealer reporting of landings purchased throughout the various regiments
of the fishery is an essential ingredient in the management of fishery resources.  Section 303 (a)
(5) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act specifically identifies the kinds of data to be collected in
support of FMPs.  
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The following are specific regulations that authorize the collection of data in this family of
forms:

Legal Citation   Description          Appropriate Section

50 CFR Part 620 General Provisions 620.2 Definitions 620.5
for Domestic Recordkeeping and Re-
Fisheries porting.  620.7 General

                                    Prohibitions.

50 CFR Part 622 Fisheries of the 622.2 Definitions, 622.5
Caribbean, Gulf &    Recordkeeping and Re-
South Atlantic porting.

                

The mandatory dealer reporting is necessary to provide the NMFS with timely information to
monitor the fishery quotas established in the respective fishery management plans.  Without the
direct reporting by the selected dealers, NMFS managers would not be able to determine when
the quotas are reached and the fisheries need to be closed.  

The bioprofile data (also referred to as the trip interview data) are necessary for size frequency
and age at length keys.  These data and relationships are essential parts of the scientific stock
assessments prepared by NMFS scientists.

2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used.

The information provided by the data collection activities in 0648-0013 is used by several offices
of NMFS, Fishery Management Council staffs, the U.S. Coast Guard, the Corp of Engineers, and
state fishery agencies to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management regimes.  NMFS,
Fishery Management Councils, the Departments of State and Commerce, OMB, the fishing
industry, congressional staff, and the public use summarizations and analyses of dealer data to
answer questions about the nature of fisheries resources.  

The primary use of these data, however, is to support the management of the fisheries resources
under Federal jurisdiction.  The landings data are used to determine the overall magnitude and
trends in the fisheries.  The trip interview program (TIP) provides the most important data for
stock assessments that directly support NMFS’ stewardship responsibilities.  There are two parts
to this data collection activity.  Port agents select fishing trips and interview the captain or crew
to collect information on the fishing trip, i.e., specific locations where the fishing occurred, the
type and quantities of gear, and the amount of time that the various types of gear were fished. 
The second part of the collection activity does not involve any interaction with the fishermen. 
For this part, port agents measure and weigh individual fish and collect hard-part and tissue
samples either directly from the boats when the catch is being unloaded or from storage vats
after the unloading has been completed.  This size frequency and age data are used directly by
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stock assessment biologists to perform virtual population analyses for stock assessments.  To
assure that fishermen cooperate, Federal regulation  require that fishermen make their fish
available to authorized Federal port agents and provide the gear, area and effort information
needed in conjunction with the size and weight data.  

The SEFSC routinely performs six to ten stock assessments per year (note, an assessment is not
necessarily needed for each species every year, consequently some assessments are performed
every 3 to 5 years).  As an example, stock assessments for red porgy, yellowtail snapper,
vermilion snapper, snowy grouper, tilefish and  king mackerel were done during 2003.

The SEFSC conducts an annual vessel inventory that is used to provide a count of the vessels
(greater than 5 net tons) that are actively fishing in the southeast region.   The data for this
inventory is extracted from trip ticket data for some of the states; however, for other states the
inventory is prepared by observation and data recorded from dealer records.  There are only a
small number of situations where it is necessary for the agents to actually contact the vessel
owner/operator for specific information on the type or amount of gear used by the vessel.

Another major data collection activity in 0648-0013 is  mandatory dealer reporting that  is used
to monitor the quotas that are promulgated under  various Federal fishery management plans and
amendments to those plans.  The frequency of reporting is established in accordance with the
nature of the respective fishery.  For several of the fisheries, fishing effort and/or the biology of
the fish require weekly submissions, but for other quotas, the frequency with which the fish are
landed only requires reporting every two weeks or monthly.  The following is a summary of the
reporting frequencies for the 7 quota monitoring forms in 0648-0013.

Because king and Spanish mackerel are migratory and school in large numbers at specific times
and areas, monitoring the landings for these species is only necessary for a limited time, i.e.,
during the open season.   Thus, reporting by dealers may only be required for a couple of months
or from as many as six months depending on availability of fish and fishing effort.  There are 3
forms used for these quotas.  One form is used for dealers that handle the quotas for all gear
types other than gill net.  Dealers are only required to submit this form monthly.  Because of the
efficiency of gill nets to catch fish, the quota for this fishery can be reached very quickly.  Thus,
those dealers and vessels that are selected to submit these two forms must do so weekly. 
Normally, the quota for this fishery is reached in a month or two and only 7 or 8 reports are
required during a year.   

Dealers that purchase wreckfish, snowy grouper, greater amberjack and/or tilefish are required to
report the total weight of these species purchased during a calendar month.   Two forms have
been developed to monitor the quotas in these fisheries.  One form is used for the snowy grouper,
tilefish and greater amberjack quotas and a separate form is used for the wreckfish dealers.

Because the quota for red snapper, which is managed under the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish
Fishery Management Plan, is filled very quickly, a 10 day open season every month has been
established to prolong the fishery during a calendar year.  Consequently, the SEFSC has
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established procedures whereby dealers are required to submit the data for each 10 day open
season by the 15th of each month.

Because the method that was originally used to monitor the quotas for the 14 species in the
shallow and deep-water grouper complexes was ineffective at monitoring the quotas for these
two management units, the SEFSC submitted a Paperwork Reduction Act request in 2003 to
implement new procedures to monitor these quotas.  This request has been approved and the
form used to monitor the quotas for shallow and deep-water groupers is now included in  0648-
0013.  

Reporting requirements have been implemented for rock shrimp and golden crab dealers along
the Atlantic coast and coral dealers in Puerto Rico.  These regulations were promulgated as a
safeguard in the event that the states failed to collect the necessary landings statistics.  To date,
the NMFS has not had to use this authority.

Summaries of the quota monitoring data will be made available to the general public to inform
them of the ongoing status of the quota so fishermen can make the appropriate business decisions
regarding future fishing activities.  NMFS/SEFSC will retain control over the information and
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to #10 for more
information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information
will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section
515 of Public Law 106-554.

3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Currently, electronic reporting is not available for all dealers.  However, several of the states in
the southeast region are investigating possible methods for dealers to report electronically.  A
few dealers are using state approved electronic reporting and for those dealers, the data are
provided to the SEFSC by the state and those dealers  are not required to submit a separate quota
monitoring report to the Center.  The quota monitoring reporting forms for 0648-0013 are
available on the Internet as a pdf file that can be filled in and sent via rapidfax or e-mail to the
Center.

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

A requirement of the Magnuson Act Operational Guidelines is for each Fishery Management
Council to evaluate existing state and federal laws governing the fisheries in question, and such
findings are included in each FMP.  Membership on each Fishery Management Council is
composed of state and federal officials responsible for resource management in their respective
states.  These two circumstances identify other data collection activities that may be gathering
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the same or similar information.  In addition, each FMP undergoes an extensive public comment
period where potential applicants review the proposed rulemaking.

The NMFS has established cooperative statistics programs with the 8 coastal states in the
southeast region of the U.S.  The State/Federal Cooperative Statistics Program is comprehensive
both geographically within the southeast region and with respect to the data that are collected.  
The federal and state reporting requirements are coordinated through the Cooperative
Agreement.  In addition, the location and responsibilities of the port agents are coordinated to
avoid any duplication of effort, and contact with fishermen at the docks.  As a result of both the
Fishery Management Council process and the Cooperative Statistics Agreements, the
NMFS/SEFSC  is confident that it is aware of all similar data collection activities and that all
duplications that can be avoided are avoided.

Quota monitoring is the only area where any duplication occurs and it is unavoidable for this
data requirement.  As a result of the restrictive quotas, the NMFS/SEFSC has had to establish
data collection programs that provide landings data more timely than the state fishery agencies
can provide them.  It takes the states from 2 to 3 months to process the landings data and provide
it to the SEFSC.  Unfortunately, with this type of delay, many of the Federal quotas would be
filled before any data could be provided by the states.  Consequently, the SEFSC has had to
implement a means of collecting landings data much more quickly.

5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden. 

Because almost all dealers and fishermen are considered small businesses, separate requirements
based on the size of the business have not been developed.  Only the minimum data to meet
reporting objectives are required from the respondents.  The data provided under 0648-0013 are
summaries compiled from existing accounting information maintained by seafood dealers and
processors in the normal course of their business operations.  The dealers not required, nor
asked, to maintain any records other than the sales receipts that records the transactions between
the dealer (purchaser) and the fishermen (seller).  Thus, there is no additional recordkeeping 
burden on dealers due to the reporting requirements covered in this PRA.

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

 It is essential that these collection activities are continued.  They provide the data necessary for
future stock assessments and the means of monitoring the fishery quotas that are currently
promulgated to control fishing effort.  Thus, if these collection activities were not available, the
NMFS could not perform the stock assessments for the conservation and management of our
fishery resources.  Furthermore, without the mandatory dealer reporting, the SEFSC could not
effectively monitor the quotas implemented by existing fishery management plans and therefore,
reduce fishing mortality. 
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With respect to frequency, the collection of size frequency data must be an ongoing process. 
The dynamics of fishery biology, such as semi-annual spawning, seasonal migratory changes,
growth and mortality rates, require a collection frequency that can detect these changes over
time.  In addition, weekly or monthly reporting frequencies, rather than quarterly or annual
submissions, must be used to monitor in-season quota management.

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

No additional special circumstances beyond those described in the previous response are in
conflict with OMB Guidelines for Information Collections.

8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A copy of the Federal Register notice is attached.  No comments were received on this FR
notice.

As described above, the NMFS in part of a cooperative program to collect fishery statistics. As
such, a Committee has been established to oversee the Program.  This Committee meets at least
once a year to review and improve on the data collection procedures and activities conducted in
the southeast.

The following is a list of the state coordinators and Council staffs that are members of the
Southeast Cooperative Statistics Committee:

Dee Lupton
North Carolina Department of Marine Resources
P.O. Box 769
Morehead, NC  28557
(919) 726-7021

Nan Jenkins
South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Dept.
P.O. Box 12559
Charleston, SC  29412
(912) 264-0542

Julie Califf
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
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1200 Glynn Avenue
Brunswick, GA  31523
(912) 264-0542

Joseph O’Hop
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Marine Research Laboratory
100 8th Avenue, S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL  33701
(813) 896-8626

Kerwin Cuervo
Alabama Department of Marine Resources
P.O. Drawer 458
Gulf Shores, Al  36542
(205) 968-7576

Chris Denson
Mississippi Bureau of Marine Resources

 P.O. Box 959
Long Beach, MS   39560
(601) 864-4602

Joseph Shepard
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 15570
Baton Rouge,  LA  70895
(504) 765-2371

Page Campbell
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road
Austin, TX  78744
(512) 389-4857

Wayne Swingle
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
Lincoln Center, Suite 881
5401 West Kennedy Blvd.
Tampa,  FL  33609
(813) 228-2815

Gregg Waugh
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
Southpark Building, Suite 306
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1 Southpark Circle
Charleston, SC  29407
(803)571-4366

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payment or other remuneration are provided.

10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

All data collected under this family of forms are handled in accordance with NOAA
Administrative Order 216-100, Confidential Fisheries Statistics.  Dealer reports are also
considered confidential under the Trade Secrets Act.

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

No questions of a sensitive nature are asked.

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The total burden on the public for this PRA is estimated to be 2,087 hours.  The following is a
description of the estimated burden hours and costs of reporting for the individual reporting
activities.  The number of respondents and the estimated time per response for the individual
data collection activities (forms)  are summarized in Table 1.  

The reporting burden on seafood dealers for the landings (general canvass) statistics is zero.  As
described in the Introduction, these data are reported to the  fishery agency for each state and the
NMFS/SEFSC does not conduct this data collection activity.  The respective state fishery
agencies perform the data processing and quality control on these data and provide them to the
SEFSC.   

The reporting burden for the dealers that handle shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico is also zero.  For
the dealers located in some states in the southeast region, the landings statistics are collected by
NMFS/SEFSC port agents who visit the dealers and record the data.  The dealers are not
required to record any additional information or maintain any additional information other than
the information that is available on the sales receipts that are maintained as part of the
company’s accounting.   The port agents record the information from the sales receipts
maintained by the dealers.  The dealers are only required to make the sales receipts available to
the port agents.
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The burden to the public for shrimp interviews conducted in the Gulf of Mexico is estimated to
be 585 hours.  On average, about 3,500 interviews are conducted annually to collect fishing
effort and area of catch information.  It takes approximately 10 minutes to ask these questions. 
Thus, the total burden is 3,500 x 0.167 hrs/schedule = 585 hrs.. 

The reporting burden associated with interviews that are conducted to collect the fishing effort
and location for the trip interview program (TIP) is similar to the procedures for shrimp
interviews.   Because of the increasing effort to improve the stock assessments that the NMFS
prepares, the numbers of TIP interviews has been increasing over the past several years.  It is
estimated that approximately 4,200 interviews are (will be) conducted annually to collect the
gear, area and effort information for the TIP.  The average time required to collect this effort
information is 10 minutes.  It should be noted that interviews are conducted from both
commercial and recreational fishing trips.  Most of the sampling effort for the TIP is directed at
commercial fishing trips because of stock assessment requirements (roughly 85%);  however,
recreationally-caught fish are sampled to provide length/weight information for aging analyzes.  
The total burden of this program is estimated to be 712 hours, i.e., 4,200 x 0.167 hours/interview
= 712.  For the trip interview program (TIP), the only burden to the fishermen (public)  is the
time it takes to respond to the questions on gear, area and effort, no separate reporting or
recordkeeping is required. 

The total burden hours to monitor the king and Spanish mackerel quotas is estimated to be 111
hours.   During the past several years, about 95 dealers have been selected to report each year. 
Because the quotas are usually reached before the entire 12 month season is over, only about 7 
monthly reports are actually submitted.  The average time per report is less than 10 minutes per
report because many dealers do not always purchase mackerel and when no purchases are made
only a no-purchase report is required.  The total burden hours is estimated to be 111 hours
annually (i.e., 95 dealers x 7 reports/dealer x 0.167 hours per report).

In addition to the monthly mackerel reports for the western Gulf of Mexico and the south
Atlantic, weekly reporting had to be implemented for the southwest Florida area.  A quota has
been established for the runaround gillnet fishery in this area.  Because this type of gear can
catch large quantities of fish with a single set, more frequent monitoring had to be implemented. 
Two forms are used, one for vessels to report and one for dealer reporting.  Only 7 dealers
reported the past year and they submitted 30 reports.  There are between 12 to 15 vessels that use
gillnets, but not all of the vessels fish each year. Because of the nature of the fishery they only
submit 2 or 3 reports per year, and during 2003 only 12 reports were received.  The reporting
burden is estimated at 10 minutes per form.  The total burden is estimated at 7 hours (i.e., 42
reports x 0.167 hours/report = 7 hrs.). 

There are 7 dealers that handled wreckfish during 2003, and each of them submitted monthly
reports.  The estimated time required for a dealer to complete a monthly report when fish were
purchased is 10 minutes, and in 2003, 38 reports were received.  The burden from these reports
is 6 hours (38 reports x 0.167 hours/report = 6).  These dealers submitted 46 forms where no-
purchases were reported.  It is estimated to take about 3 minutes to complete these forms and the
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burden is estimated at 2 hours.  The total burden is 8 hours (46 reports x 0.05 hours/report  = 2
hours).   

For monitoring the snowy grouper, tilefish and greater amberjack quotas, 65 dealers were
selected to report during 2003.  These dealers submitted 459 forms with landings data and 269
report where they reported no purchases during 2003.  The forms with landings information 
require an estimated 10 minutes to complete and the reporting burden is about 77 hours (i.e., 459
reports x 0.167 hours/report = 77 hours) .  For the no-production reports, the reporting time is
estimated to be 3 minutes and the total reporting burden is estimated to be 13 hours (i.e., 269
reports x 0.05 hours/report = 13 hours).  The total reporting burden is 90 hours. 

To monitor the quota for red snapper in the Gulf of Mexico, 90 dealers are selected to report.  It
is estimated that it takes each dealer about 10 minutes to sum the purchases of this species for
each 10-day open season.  For the past several seasons, the fishery has only remained open for 8
10-day periods each year.  Thus, the dealers are required to submit about 8 times per year.   For
the 90 dealers, there are 720 reports at an estimated 10 minutes per report or about 120 hours for
the total burden (720 reports x 0.167 hours/report = 120).

For the newly added, grouper quota monitoring reporting in the Gulf of Mexico, 85 dealers were
selected to report.  This quota monitoring program has not been in effect for an entire year, so it
is not known whether the estimated 14 reports will be required (i.e., if the quota is reached
before the end of the year, then reports for the remainder of the year  would not be required).  It
is estimated that the average time required to submit a response is 20 minutes.  Thus, the total
reporting burden for this reporting form is estimated to be 397 hours (85 dealers x 14 reports per
dealer x 20/60 hours/report = 397).  From the reporting that has occurred during the first several
months (October - December 2003), some dealers do not handle these species during a month. 
Thus, it is estimated that 55 reports are submitted a year stating that they did not purchase any of
these species.  It is estimated that 3 minutes are required to complete a no-production report. 
The reporting burden for these report is estimated to be 3 hours (55 reports x 0.05 hours/report =
3 hours). 

There are 4 miscellaneous reporting requirements that are included in this family of forms.  The
rock shrimp and golden crab dealer reporting requirements are not utilized, but an estimated
burden of 15 hours is included in the event the state fishery agencies cannot provide the data (an
estimate of 60 dealers is used at 15 minutes per form which equals 15 hours per fishery). 
Likewise, Federal regulations include reporting requirements for coral harvested in Puerto Rico. 
The burden for this reporting is estimated to be 16 hours (64 submissions at 15 minutes per
report).  

Lastly, hours are included for the annual vessel inventory that is conducted by the SEFSC.  Only
a small percent of the commercial vessels need to be interviewed and this number, on average, is
about 100 vessels.  It only takes about 5 minutes to collect the 3 pieces of information on the
vessels, for a total burden of 8 hours per year. 
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Regulations in 50 CFR 622.5(c)(3)(i) and (iii) require dealers, which include cars and trucks, to
maintain a record of the landings for at least one year.  Since the submission in 1998, the State of
Alabama has implemented a state law that meets this requirement.  All other states in the Gulf of
Mexico region already had such regulations.  Consequently, there is no burden associated with
this Federal regulation because dealers comply with it under applicable state regulations.

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

There are no anticipated postage costs. Dealers are provided with addressed, postage-paid
envelopes that they can use to return the completed form.  The preferable method of responding
is via rapidfax.  However, for the following quota managed fisheries (mackerel, wreckfish,
snowy grouper/tilefish and red snapper), the dealers are asked to fax their reports.  There are an
estimated 2,188 forms that are submitted by these dealers.   Assuming an average of $0.10 per
call, the total cost to the dealers is about $220. 

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The cost to the Federal government is largely salaries of the port agents that are employed to
transcribe the data onto the appropriate forms.  Twenty-eight port agents are employed in the
southeast, 25 of them are employed full-time in the collection of general canvass and shrimp
statistics.  The total salary cost of these employees is about $600 thousand.  In addition, 1 area
supervisors allocate about ½ of their time to supervising this data collection activity.  This cost is
about $35 thousand.  The remaining 3 port agents are employed full-time in TIP data collection
at a cost of $77.5 thousand.  Printing and reproduction costs are about $3,000 per year, which
includes the cost of the postage-paid envelopes.  The cost of data entry for the shrimp statistics
and TIP data are included in the salaries of the port agents because they enter the data they
collect.  The data entry for the quota monitoring data is very small and is done by staff as part of
their other duties.  These cost are probably not more than $1 to $2 thousand per year. 

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

There is a net decrease of 1,084 hours in the reporting burden for this PRA, which includes a
total of 2,087 hours, from the previous burden of 3,171 hours.   This decrease is due to several
factors.  First, the forms used to collect data under the Highly Migratory Species Fishery
Management Plan are transferred to 0648-0040.   The transfer of these forms results in a
decrease of 1,383 hours (see page 21 of the supporting statement for 0648-0040).  Second, the
addition of the quota monitoring form for shallow and deep-water groupers in the Gulf of
Mexico adds 400 hours (397 for the forms with purchase information and 3 hours from no-
production reports).  Third, the number of shrimp interviews decreased from about 5,400 to
3,500, which results in a decrease of 329 hours, i.e., from 914 in the 2001 submission to 585
hours in this PRA.  This decrease is the result of two factors - (1) fewer dealers handling shrimp
and (2) more importantly, the state have begun to collect these data and NMFS/SEFSC port
agents are not involved.  Fourth, the number of TIP interviews increased from 3,000 to 4,200,
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which results in an increase of 211 hours, i.e., from 501 in the 2001 submission to 712 in this
PRA.  The remaining increase of 17 hours (3,171 for the 2001 submission - 1,383 HMS transfer
+ 400 grouper quota - 329 fewer shrimp dealers + 211 more TIP interviews = 2,070) is due to
minor adjustments in the estimated numbers of responses with the other forms.    

16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Results from the data collection using the forms in this PRA are not planned for publication.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The OMB number and expiration number are displayed on each of the forms.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.

There are no exceptions to Item 19 of the OMB 83-I.

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

Data that are collected via this family of forms are collected by two methods, neither of which
employs statistical sampling methods.  Landings and value data are collected from all wholesale
seafood dealers that have been (or can be) identified by NMFS personnel.  Thus, a census
approach is employed.  Effort and area data (i.e., the interviews in the shrimp statistics and TIP)
are collected for a sample of all commercial fishing trips, but the nature of fishing dictates that
data can be collected only by interviewing fishermen as they are encountered at the docks.  This
"opportunistic" type of sampling eliminates the ability to follow a statistically-designed sampling
strategy.   
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Table 1.  Estimated number of respondents and total burden hours for
dealer/interview family of forms, 2004 - 2007*

Activity
#

Respondents
#

Responses Time/Response
Total

Burden

General Canvass** 0 0 0 0
Shrimp Dealers** 713 0 0 0
Shrimp Interviews** 2,198 3,500 0.167 585
Trip Interview Program** 2,895 4,200 0.167 712
Mackerel dealers (quotas) 95 665 0.167 111
Mackerel gillnet dealers 7 30 0.167 5
Mackerel gillnet vessels 6 12 0.167 2
Gulf grouper quota 85 1,190 0.333 397
   (no-purchase reports) 55 0.05 3
Snowy grouper/tilefish 65 459 0.167 77
   (no-purchase reports) 269 0.050 13
Wreckfish dealer 7 38 0.167 6
    (no-purchase reports) 46 0.05 2
Red snapper 90 720 0.167 120
Rock shrimp** 60 0.25 15
Golden Crab Dealers** 60 0.25 15
Coral dealers** 60 0.25 16
Vessel Operation units** 7,634 100 0.08 8

Total 13,795 11,464 2,087

* Based on estimates from average number of respondents and responses for the past three years,
2001 - 2003.

** No reporting forms are used by the public for these data collection activities.  Either the state
fishery agencies collect the data or SEFSC port agents collect the data using field work sheets. 



                                                                           Southeast Fisheries Science Center
                                                                           75 Virginia Beach Drive
                                                                           Miami, FL 33149

                                                                           March 25, 2004

Dear Sir or Madam:

Quota management has been established for the annual harvest of wreckfish under the South
Atlantic Council’s Snapper-Grouper Fishery Management Plan.  In order to properly monitor
these quotas, it is necessary for the National Marine Fisheries Service to have timely information
on landings.  Under authority of 50 CFR 622.5 (c)(1)(iii),  you are selected to report the amounts
of wreckfish that are unloaded at your facility during the 2004-2005 season.

Submit one of the enclosed forms each month in the envelopes provided or you can send it via
FAX (the FAX number is (252)728-8772).    Be sure to include the total amount in pounds in
gutted weight and the vessel identification number(s) of the vessel(s) that you purchased of
wreckfish from.  This reporting requirement begins with the opening of the wreckfish season on 
April 16, 2004.  The reports must be received within 5 days of the end of the month.   The report
for April will be due May 5.  Reporting will continue until the fishing season is closed or you are
notified in writing by NMFS that reports are no longer required.  National Marine Fisheries
Service employees may contact you by telephone, or in person, on a more frequent basis, as the
quota totals are approached.

We thank you in advance for your compliance with these reporting requirements.  If there are
questions regarding reporting regulations, please contact John Poffenberger at the Southeast
Fisheries Science Center, (305) 361-4263 or David Glocekner at  (252) 728-8721.

                                                             Sincerely yours,

                                                             Nancy B. Thompson
                                                             Science and Research Director

Enclosures



 OMB No. 0648-0013 
NOAA Form 88-30 (12/91) Expires 8/31/2007 

 

 MONTHLY WRECKFISH DEALER REPORT 

 
Attach DEALER Portion of Coupon Here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WRECKFISH DEALER REPORT for MONTH of                  , 200___       
 
Signature: 

 
Federal Permit No.                
 

 
Company Name: 
 
 

 
Company Address: 
 
 
 
 

 
NO FISH WERE PURCHASED during MONTH of              , 200___        
 
List total purchases of wreckfish for each day below 
 
 Date 

 
Lbs of Wreckfish 

 
 Price/Lb. 

 
Vessel Permit No. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mail reports to: David Gloeckner          Fax Reports to: David Gloeckner 
                 Beaufort Laboratory                 252-728-8772       
                 NOAA Fisheries 
                 101 Pivers Island Rd. 
                 Beaufort, N.C.  28516 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to 
Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.   This 
reporting is required under and is authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(c)(5)(i).  Information submitted will be treated as confidential 
in accordance with NOAA Administrative Orders.   Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  The 
NMFS requires this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  The data will be used to 
monitor the quota for this fishery. 



                                                                                      Southeast Fisheries Science Center 
                                                                                      75 Virginia Beach Drive 
                                                                                      Miami, Florida 33149 
 
                                                                                      November 25, 2003 
 
 
Seafood Dealer 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
The Coastal Migratory Pelagic Fishery Management Plan has established January 20, 2004 (6:00 AM) as 
the opening day for the Eastern Group of the Gulf king mackerel runaround gillnet fishery for the 2003-
2004 season. The plan also establishes runaround gillnet fishing to be restricted to the southern zone of the 
Lee/Collier county line to Monroe/Miami-Dade county line. The quota is set at 520,312 pounds.    
 
In order to effectively monitor this quota, it is necessary for the National Marine Fisheries Service to have 
timely information on landings.  According to our records you handled gillnet caught king mackerel during 
the 2002-2003 season. Under the authority of 50 CFR 622.5(c)(1)(i), you are selected to report the amounts 
of king mackerel caught with gillnet gear that you purchase during the 2003-2004 season on forms that are 
included with this notice. In addition, due to the potential of large landings in a short period of time you 
will be required to report gillnet caught king mackerel within a 24 hour period of the landing.  The 
completed reports can be faxed to the NMFS at (305) 361-4460.  
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response 
including the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to Robert Sadler, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.   This reporting is 
required under and is authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(a)(1)(i).  Information submitted will be treated as 
confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100. The NMFS requires this 
information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  This data will be used to 
monitor the quota for this fishery. 
 
You are advised that disclosure of the information requested in this notice is mandatory for the purpose of 
managing the fisheries in accordance with the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 
1976(16 U.S.C. 1801 ET SEQ). Failure to report may result in civil and administrative penalties. 
 
We thank you in advance for your compliance with these reporting requirements and helping to ensure that 
fisheries management is based on sound data. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 

Nancy Thompson 
Science and Research Director 



                                                                           OMB No. 00648-0013 
NOAA Form 88-12B (2/92)                                                    Expires 8/31/2007 
  
DEALER REPORT OF KING MACKEREL LANDINGS FROM RUNAROUND GILLNET FISHING 
 
**ANY KING MACKEREL CAUGHT BY GILLNET MUST BE REPORTED TO THE RESEARCH AND 
SCIENCE DIRECTOR  WITHIN  24 HOURS OF THE LANDING 
 
DEALER NAME                                    
 
LANDING DATE:                    
 
COUNTY WHERE LANDED:______________, STATE WHERE LANDED__________. 
 
                                                          POUNDS 
GEAR -GILLNET                                         ROUND     GUTTED 
 
VESSEL NAME ____________ VESSEL NUMBER _________    ________   ________ 
 
VESSEL NAME ____________ VESSEL NUMBER _________    ________   ________  
 
VESSEL NAME ____________ VESSEL NUMBER _________    ________   ________ 
 
  
Submitted by: Name                              
                               (Please Print) 
 
Signature:                  Date:                      
 
                                                                           
                                            
 
FAX REPORT TO:                     (305)361-4460 
 
 
     National Marine Fisheries Service 
     Southeast Fisheries Science Center 
     75 Virginia Beach Drive 
     Miami, Florida  33149 
                                                                          
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes 
per response including the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 
of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this 
burden to Phil Steele, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9450 Koger Boulevard, St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33702. 
 
You are advised that disclosure of the information requested in this report is mandatory for the 
purposes of managing the fisheries in accordance with the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 1801 ET SEQ).  Failure to report may result in civil and 
administrative penalties.   



                                                                                      Southeast Fisheries Science Center 
                                                                                      75 Virginia Beach Drive 
                                                                                      Miami, Florida 33149 
 
                                                                                      November 25, 2003, 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The Coastal Migratory Pelagic Fishery Management Plan has established January 20, 2004 
(6:00AM) as the opening day for the Eastern Group of the Gulf  king mackerel runaround gillnet 
fishery for the 2003-2004 season. The plan also establishes runaround gillnet fishing to be restricted to the 
southern zone of the Lee/Collier county line to Monroe/Miami-Dade county line. The quota is set at 
520,312 pounds.    
 
In order to effectively monitor this quota, it is necessary for the National Marine Fisheries Service to have 
timely information on landings.  According to our records you possess a king mackerel permit with a 
gillnet endorsement. Under the authority of 50 CFR 622.5(a)(1)(i), you are selected to report the amounts 
of king mackerel that you catch with gillnet gear during the 2003-2004 season on forms that are included 
with this notice. In addition, due to the potential of large landings in a short period of time you will be 
required to report gillnet caught king mackerel with in 7 days of the end of each trip.  The completed 
reports can be faxed to the NMFS at (305) 361-4460.  
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response 
including the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to Robert Sadler, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.   This reporting is 
required under and is authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(a)(1)(i).  Information submitted will be treated as 
confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100. The NMFS requires this 
information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  This data will be used to 
monitor the quota for this fishery. 
 
You are advised that disclosure of the information requested in this notice is mandatory for the purpose of 
managing the fisheries in accordance with the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 
1976(16 U.S.C. 1801 ET SEQ). Failure to report may result in civil and administrative penalties. 
 
We thank you in advance for your compliance with these reporting requirements and helping to ensure that 
fisheries management is based on sound data. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 

Nancy Thompson 
 Science and Research Director 



 
NOAA Form 88-12B(2/92)                                                         OMB No. 00648-0013 Expires 8/31/2007 
 
WEEKLY VESSEL REPORT FOR RUNAROUND GILLNET CAUGHT KING MACKEREL 
 
 
VESSEL NAME                      VESSEL NUMBER                            
 
REPORTING PERIOD:                    , 200__ THROUGH             , 200  .  
                      (Sunday)                       (Saturday) 
 
COUNTY AND STATE WHERE LANDED:______________ 
 
 
FOR EACH TRIP DURING THE WEEK REPORT THE FOLLOWING: 
 
DATE OF LANDING            POUNDS GUTTED:                
                MM/DD/YR    
                           POUNDS WHOLE:              
 
                DEALER SOLD TO:                                         
 
DATE OF LANDING            POUNDS GUTTED:             
                MM/DD/YR    
                           POUNDS WHOLE:              
 
                DEALER SOLD TO:                          
 
DATE OF LANDING            POUNDS GUTTED:             
                MM/DD/YR     
                           POUNDS WHOLE:              
 
                DEALER SOLD TO:                         
 
Submitted by:_____________________________           
                      ( Please Print) 
 
Signature:                                Date:            , 200  . 
                                            
FAX Report to: (305)361-4460 
 
     National Marine Fisheries Service        
     Southeast Fisheries Science Center 
     75 Virginia Beach Drive 
     Miami, Florida   33149 
      
                                                                         
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 
minutes per response including the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the 
exsisting data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden or any other 
aspects of this burden to Phil Steele, NMFS, 9450 Koger Blvd, St. Petersburg, FL . 33702. 
 
You are advised that disclosure of the information requested in this report is mandatory 
for the purposes of managing the fisheries in accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 1801 ET SEQ).  Failure to report may 
result in civil and administrative penalties.   



                                                                           Southeast Fisheries Science Center
                                                                           75 Virginia Beach Drive
                                                                           Miami, FL 33149

                                                                           March 25, 2004

Dear Sir or Madam:

Quota management has been established for the Atlantic groups of king and Spanish mackerel
under the Coastal Migratory Pelagic Fishery Management Plan.  The quotas are established
annually.

In order to properly monitor these quotas, it is necessary for the National Marine Fisheries
Service to have timely information on landings.  Under authority of 50 CFR 622.5 (c)(1)(i),  you
are selected to report the amounts of king and Spanish mackerel that are unloaded at your facility
during the 2004-2005  season.

Submit one of the enclosed forms each month in the envelopes provided or you can send it via
FAX.    Be sure to include the total amount in pounds (specify whole or gutted weight) of king
and Spanish mackerel, separated by species, that you purchase during each month beginning
April 1, 2004.  

The reports must be received within 5 days of the end of the month.   The report for April will be
due May 5.  Reporting will continue until the fishing season is closed or you are notified in
writing by NMFS that reports are no longer required.  National Marine Fisheries Service
employees may contact you by telephone, or in person, on a more frequent basis, as the quota
totals are approached.

We thank you in advance for your compliance with these reporting requirements.  If there are
questions regarding reporting regulations, please contact John Poffenberger at the Southeast
Fisheries Science Center, (305) 361-4263 or David Glocekner at  (252) 728-8721.

                                                             Sincerely yours,

                                                             Nancy B. Thompson
                                                             Science and Research Director

Enclosures



NOAA Form 88-129 (8/94)                                                                                          OMB No. 0648-0013, exp. 8/31/2007 
 

 

MONTHLY  DEALER REPORT OF KING AND  SPANISH MACKEREL 
LANDINGS FOR THE 

COASTAL MIGRATORY PELAGIC RESOURCES 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dealer Name __________________________ 
 
Reporting Period: ____________________        Through ___________________ 
                                 (Month/Day/Year)                                            (Month/Day/Year) 
 
 
County Where Landed __________________ State Where Landed ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                                            KING MACKEREL                         SPANISH MACKEREL 
                                                                                                 
GEAR                      Round Wt.           Gutted Wt.                   Round Wt.           Gutted Wt.    
                        
Hook & Line          ____________        ____________              ____________     ___________ 
 
Gill Net                   ____________        ____________              ____________     ___________ 
 
 
        No King or Spanish Mackerel were purchased during the reporting period. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Name (please print) ________________________________ 
 
Signature ______________________           Date: ______________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax Reports  to:    David Gloeckner           Or        Mail report to:   David Gloeckner 
                               252 - 728-8772                                         Beaufort Laboratory 
                                                                                                 101 Pivers Island Rd. 
                                                                                                 Beaufort, NC 28516                         
                  
                              
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response including 
the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
or any other aspects of this burden to Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9450 Koger Boulevard, St. 
Petersburg, Florida 33702 and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0648-0013), 
Washington, DC 20303. 
 
You are advised that disclosure of the information requested in this report is mandatory for the purpose of managing 
the fisheries in accordance with the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C.1801 
ET SEQ).  Failure to report may result in civil and administrative penalties. 

NBAERTLE




                                       Southeast Fisheries Science Center
                                       75 Virginia Beach Drive
                                       Miami, Florida  33149

                                       January 22, 2004

Dear Red Snapper Dealer:

The Science and Research Director has the responsibility of monitoring the red snapper quota and
has been granted the authority, under 50 CFR 622.5(c)(3)(ii) to require dealers, when selected, to report
purchases of this species. By copy of this letter, you have been selected to report the total pounds of this
species that you purchase from fishermen during each week until the quota has been reached.  The red
snapper fishery will open on February 1, 2004, and will remain open through February 10, 2004.  You are
requested to report the purchases during that time by close of business on February 13, 2004.  If the
fishery reopens on March 1, 2004, you are requested to report the purchases during the 10 day period. 
That report is due by close of business on March 13, 2004.  For subsequent opening, the report is due by
close of business on the 3rd business day after the season is closed. 

A reporting form is enclosed, please complete the form and FAX it to the person and telephone
number listed below.  Please be sure to enter the correct dates for the beginning and ending of the
reporting period, and sign the form. Please report the landings of red snapper for the state where they
were landed.  The form provides space to report the landings by state, along with the state issued dealer
license number for the respective state.  

If additional copies of the form are needed, photocopies can be used.  Please note that only those
purchases made from a fisherman are to be reported.  Do not report purchases from other dealers
or imported fish.  

The management of this important commercial fishery in the Gulf of Mexico is greatly facilitated
by your timely reporting.  If there are questions, please contact the person listed below;  otherwise, you
can contact John Poffenberger at (305)361-4263.

                                            Sincerely,                          

                                            Nancy B. Thompson                             
 Science & Research Director

FAX form to Guy Davenport FAX no (305)361-4460 
                      Office no. (305)361-4468
Enclosures



 OMB No. 0648-0013   Exp. 8/31/2007   
 

 RED SNAPPER QUOTA MONITORING FORM 
 
 
Dealer Name:                                                                                          Federal Permit No.                               
 
 

Reporting Period:   Beginning Date   _ _/  _ _/ 2004       Ending Date   _ _/  _ _/ 2004 
 
 
If red snapper were landed in different states for this reporting period, please report the 
landings for each state separately. 
 
 
Total pounds of red snapper purchased during Current Week (mark product type) and state where fish 
were landed: 

   _  _  _  _  _  _       Gutted      Whole      State license no:                                   
 
Total pounds of red snapper purchased during Current Week (mark product type) and state where fish 
were landed: 

   _  _  _  _  _  _         Gutted      Whole     State license no:                                    
                                                                                          
Total pounds of red snapper purchased during Current Week (mark product type) and state where fish 
were landed: 

   _  _  _  _  _  _         Gutted       Whole    State license no:                              
                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
Authorized Signature:                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response including the time for 
reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to Robert 
Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.   This reporting is required 
under and is authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(a)(5)(i).  Information submitted will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA 
Administrative Orders.   Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, 
unless that collection displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  The NMFS requires this information for the conservation and 
management of marine fishery resources.  The data will be used to monitor the quota for this fishery. 



                                                                             Southeast Fisheries Science Center
                                                                             75 Virginia Beach Drive
                                                                             Miami, Florida 33149

     
                                                                             December 17,  2003

Dear Sir/Madame:

Annual quotas for the catches of snowy grouper, golden tilefish and greater amberjack
are established in the Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for the Snapper-Grouper complex.  In
order to monitor these quotas, regulations authorize the National Marine Fisheries Service to
require dealers, when selected, to report purchases of these species.  Under authority of 50 CFR
622.5 (c) (5) (i), you have been selected to report the total pounds of these species that you
purchase from fishermen during each calendar month until the quotas have been reached.  These
reporting requirements begin on January 1, 2004.

To avoid double counting, please report only fish that were purchased directly from
fishermen.  Do not report fish purchased from other dealers.  Note, reporting for landings of only
these species is required.  Do not include landings of other species of grouper or tilefishes.

Complete the attached form, and send it to the following mailing address or send it via
FAX.
                                                             David Gloeckner
                                                             National Marine Fisheries Service
                                                             Beaufort Laboratory
                                                             101 Pivers Island Road
                                                             Beaufort, North Carolina 28516-9722

                                                             FAX (252) 728-8772
                                                             Phone # (252) 728-8721

Enclosed are 12 monthly forms.  Please report the purchases of these species for the
months of January through December 2003.  The purchases for an entire calendar month should
be reported on a single form.  Photocopies of the enclosed form can be used if additional copies
are needed.  The completed forms, which must be signed, must be received at the above address
before 4:00 P.M. Eastern Standard Time 5 working days from the end of each calendar month. 
You are responsible for the delivery of these forms.



If your company does not handle either of these species during a month, you are still
required to submit a signed form that states no purchases were made during the month. 
Be sure to record the month on the form.

These data are critical for the management of these three species, and reporting will be
closely monitored.  If you do not comply with these requirements, your firm is potentially liable
for administrative sanctions.

We thank you for your anticipated compliance and hope that this system will allow you
to efficiently provide the information that is required to monitor this fishery and comply with the
regulations adopted by the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council.

                                                                        Sincerely yours,

                                                                        Nancy B. Thompson
                                                                        Science and Research Director

Enclosures



NOAA Form 88-12 (Amended 12/93)                                                                                       OMB NO 00648-0013 EXP 8/31/2004 
            

 MONTHLY DEALER REPORTING FOR QUOTA MONITORING             
  
 
DEALER NAME: _________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCATION of BUSINESS COUNTY: _____________________STATE:____________ 
 
REPORT MONTH:_______________ 200______ 
 
Check the appropriate box. 
 
         Purchases were made during the above indicated month in the amounts listed below. 
 
                                                                                   POUNDS 
 
SPECIES                                    ROUND WEIGHT                    GUTTED WEIGHT 
 
Snowy Grouper                           _______________                      _________________ 
 
Golden Tilefish                            _______________                      _________________ 
 
Greater Amberjack                    _______________                       _________________ 
 
 
         Neither of these species was purchased during the above reported month. 
 
 
Submitted by: Name (please print)____________________________________________ 
 
Signature:________________________________________        Date:________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mail reports to: David Gloeckner                                              Fax Reports to: David Gloeckner 
                           Beaufort Laboratory                                                 252-728-8772 
                           National Marine Fisheries Service 
                           101 Pivers Island Rd. 
                           Beaufort, N.C.  28516  
__________________________________________________________________________________
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response including the time 
for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspects of this burden to Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Dr., N.,  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33702.   This reporting is required under an emergency rulemaking and is authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(a)(5)(i).  
Information submitted will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative Orders.   Notwithstanding 
any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to 
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection 
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  The NMFS requires this information for the conservation and 
management of marine fishery resources.  This data will be used to monitor the quotas for these fisheries. 
 



                                    Southeast Fisheries Science Center
                                    75 Virginia Beach Drive
                                    Miami, Florida  33149

                                    January 12, 2004

Dear Grouper Dealer:

The Science and Research Director (SRD) has the responsibility of monitoring fishery quotas for
the species in the shallow and deep-water grouper management units.  This authority can be found in 50
CFR 622.5(c)(3)(ii) and gives the SRD the authority to require dealers, when selected, to report purchases
of these species. By copy of this letter, you have been selected to report the quantity in pounds that you
purchase from fishermen during each month until the quota has been reached.  The fishing season for
these two management units opens on January 1 of each year and remains open until the quota or quotas
have been reached. 

A reporting form is enclosed, please complete the form and FAX it to Michael Judge at the 
telephone number listed on the form not later than the 5th of the following month.  Dealers can provide
this information to a designated National Marine Fisheries Service field agent;  however, arrangements
for this reporting method has to be confirmed with the field agent.  If you are submitting your landings
data  to a state trip ticket program via an electronic format, a copy of the computer file can be submitted
in lieu of the paper reporting form.  Please contact the local field agent to make these arrangements.

A report is required for every month.  If you did not purchase any groupers during a calendar
month, check the box labeled NO PURCHASES in the middle of the form and return it.

If additional copies of the form are needed, photocopies can be used.  Please note that only those
purchases made from a fisherman are to be reported.  Do not report purchases from other dealers
or imported fish.  

The management of these important commercial fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico are greatly
facilitated by your timely reporting.  If there are questions, please contact Michael Judge at (305)361-
4235 or John Poffenberger at (305)361-4263.

                                            Sincerely yours,                          

                                            Nancy B. Thompson                              
Science & Research Director

Enclosures



NOAA Form 88-12 (Amended 12/93)                                                                                       OMB NO 00648-0013 EXP 8/31/2007 
            

___MONTHLY DEALER REPORTING FOR GROUPER QUOTA MONITORING___ 
 
                                                                                                              FEDERAL   
DEALER NAME:                                                                                PERMIT NO.  DL-    ______________             
                                                                                                                        REPORTING 
BUSINESS LOCATION COUNTY:                              STATE:                MONTH:                      /  _____                
                                                                                                                                                 Month            Year 
Write the amount (pounds) for each species purchased during the reporting month (do not include purchases 
from other dealer or imported fish).  If no purchases were made, check the box at the bottom. 
 
                 SHALLOW WATER GROUPERS                                            DEEP WATER GROUPERS            
 
                                     ROUND                GUTTED                                                ROUND             GUTTED 
SPECIES                    WEIGHT              WEIGHT            SPECIES                  WEIGHT           WEIGHT   
 
Black Grouper                                                                       Snowy Grouper          __________             
 
Gag Grouper                                                                          Misty Grouper        ___________     __________           
                                        
Red Grouper                                                                           Yellowedge Grouper    ___________     __________            
 
Yellowfin Grouper                                                                 Warsaw Grouper    ___________     __________           
                                        
Scamp                                                                                      Speckled Hind         ___________     __________           
                                       
Red Hind                    ____________      ___________                                                         
 
Rock Hind                ____________      ___________                                                        
 
Yellowmouth Grouper     ____________      ___________                                                                    
 
 
          NO PURCHASES FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE SPECIES WERE MADE DURING THIS MONTH. 
 
 
Submitted by: Name (please print)                                                                                                  
 
Signature:                                                                                               Date:           /          / 200___    
 
Mail reports to: Michael Judge                                                                     Fax Reports to: Michael Judge 
                           National Marine Fisheries Service                                       305/361-4460 
                           75 Virginia Beach Drive 
                           Miami, FL 33149 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 20 minutes per response including the time for reviewing the instructions, 
searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to Robert Sadler, National Marine Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center Dr. N., St. 
Petersburg, Florida 33702.   This reporting authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(c)(3)(ii).  Information submitted will be treated as confidential in accordance 
with NOAA Administrative Orders.   Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to 
a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection displays a 
currently valid OMB Control Number.  The NMFS requires this information for the conservation and management of marine fishery resources.  This data 
will be used to monitor the quotas for these fisheries. 



[Code of Federal Regulations] 
[Title 50, Volume 7] 
[Revised as of October 1, 2003] 
From the U.S. Government Printing Office via GPO Access 
[CITE: 50CFR622.1] 
 
[Page 134-135] 
  
                    TITLE 50--WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
  
    CHAPTER VI--FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, NATIONAL OCEANIC 
                     AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, 
                         DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
  
PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC--Table of Contents 
  
                      Subpart A--General Provisions 
  
Sec. 622.1  Purpose and scope. 
 
 
    (a) The purpose of this part is to implement the FMPs prepared under  
the Magnuson Act by the CFMC, GMFMC, and/or SAFMC listed in Table 1 of  
this section. 
    (b) This part governs conservation and management of species  
included in the FMPs in or from the Caribbean, Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or  
South Atlantic EEZ, as indicated in Table 1 of this section. For the  
FMPs noted in the following table, conservation and management extends  
to adjoining state waters for the purposes of data collection and  
monitoring. 
 
                                    Table 1--FMPs Implemented Under Part 622 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                             Responsible fishery management 
               FMP title                               council(s)                        Geographical area
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Atlantic Coast Red Drum FMP             SAFMC                                     Mid-Atlantic and South
                                                                                   Atlantic. 
FMP for Coastal Migratory Pelagic       GMFMC/SAFMC                               Gulf,\1\ Mid-Atlantic <SUP>1,</SUP> <SUP>2</SUP> and
 Resources.                                                                        South Atlantic.<SUP>1,</SUP> <SUP>3</SUP>
FMP for Coral and Coral Reefs of the    GMFMC                                     Gulf. 
 Gulf of Mexico. 
FMP for Coral, Coral Reefs, and Live/   SAFMC                                     South Atlantic.
 Hard Bottom Habitats of the South 
 Atlantic Region. 
FMP for Corals and Reef Associated      CFMC                                      Caribbean. 
 Plants and Invertebrates of Puerto 
 Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
FMP for the Golden Crab Fishery of the  SAFMC                                     South Atlantic
 South Atlantic Region. 
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FMP for Queen Conch Resources of        CFMC                                      Caribbean. 
 Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
 Islands. 
FMP for the Red Drum Fishery of the     GMFMC                                     Gulf.<SUP>1</SUP>
 Gulf of Mexico. 
FMP for the Reef Fish Fishery of        CFMC                                      Caribbean. 
 Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
 Islands. 
FMP for the Reef Fish Resources of the  GMFMC                                     Gulf.<SUP>1</SUP>
 Gulf of Mexico. 
FMP for the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf  GMFMC                                     Gulf.<SUP>1</SUP>
 of Mexico. 



FMP for the Shrimp Fishery of the       SAFMC                                     South Atlantic.
 South Atlantic Region. 
FMP for the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of  SAFMC                                     South Atlantic.<SUP>1,</SUP> <SUP>4</SUP>
 the South Atlantic Region. 
FMP for the Spiny Lobster Fishery of    CFMC                                      Caribbean. 
 Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
 Islands. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
\1\ Regulated area includes adjoining state waters for purposes of data collection and quota monitoring.
\2\ Only king and Spanish mackerel and cobia are managed under the FMP in the Mid-Atlantic. 
\3\ Bluefish are not managed under the FMP in the South Atlantic. 
\4\ Bank, rock, and black sea bass and scup are not managed by the FMP or regulated by this part north of
  35[deg]15.19[min] N. lat., the latitude of Cape Hatteras Light, NC. 
 
 
[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 FR 43956, Aug. 27, 1996; 61  
FR 65483, Dec. 13, 1996; 63 FR 10565, Mar. 4, 1998; 67 FR 22362, May 3,  
2002] 
 
 
 



[Code of Federal Regulations] 
[Title 50, Volume 7] 
[Revised as of October 1, 2003] 
From the U.S. Government Printing Office via GPO Access 
[CITE: 50CFR622.5] 
 
[Page 154-159] 
  
                    TITLE 50--WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
  
    CHAPTER VI--FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, NATIONAL OCEANIC 
                     AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, 
                         DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
  
PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC--Table of Contents 
  
                      Subpart A--General Provisions 
  
Sec. 622.5  Recordkeeping and reporting. 
 
    Participants in fisheries governed in this part are required to keep  
records and report as follows. 
    (a) Commercial vessel owners and operators--(1) Requirements by  
species--(i) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. The owner or operator of a  
vessel that fishes for or lands coastal migratory pelagic fish for sale  
in or from the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, 
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or South Atlantic EEZ or adjoining state waters, or whose vessel is  
issued a commercial permit for king or Spanish mackerel, as required  
under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(iii) or (iv), who is selected to report by the  
SRD, must maintain a fishing record on a form available from the SRD and  
must submit such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this  
section. 
    (ii) Gulf reef fish. The owner or operator of a vessel for which a  
commercial permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued, as required under  
Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(v), or whose vessel fishes for or lands reef fish in or  
from state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, who is selected to report by  
the SRD must maintain a fishing record on a form available from the SRD  
and must submit such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this  
section. 
    (A) Fish traps. In addition to the other reporting requirements in  
paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, the owner or operator of a vessel  
for which a fish trap endorsement has been issued, as required under  
Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(i), must comply with the following requirements. 
    (1) Inspection. The RA will establish a 1-month period for mandatory  
inspection of all fish trap gear, permits, and vessels. The RA will  
provide written notification of the inspection period to each owner of a  
vessel for which a fish trap endorsement has been issued as required  
under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(i). Each such owner or operator must contact the  
Special Agent-in-Charge, NMFS, Office of Enforcement, Southeast Region,  
St. Petersburg, FL (SAC) or his designee by telephone (727-570-5344) to  
schedule an inspection during the 1-month period. Requests for  
inspection must be made between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through  
Friday and must be made at least 72 hours in advance of the desired  
inspection date. Inspections will be conducted Monday through Friday  
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. only. On the inspection date, the owner  
or operator must make all fish trap gear with attached trap tags and  
buoys and all applicable permits available for inspection on land.  
Vessels must also be made available for inspection as directed by the  
SAC or his designee. Upon completion of the inspection and a  
determination that all fish trap gear, permits, and vessels are in  
compliance, an owner or operator may resume fishing with the lawful  
gear. However, an owner or operator who fails to comply with the  
inspection requirements during the 1-month inspection period or during  



any other random inspection may not use or possess a fish trap in the  
Gulf EEZ until the required inspection or reinspection, as directed by  
the SAC, has been completed and all fish trap gear, permits, and vessels  
are determined to be in compliance with all applicable regulations. 
    (2) Trip reports. For each fishing trip on which a fish trap will be  
used or possessed, an owner or operator of a vessel for which a fish  
trap endorsement has been issued, as required under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(i),  
must submit a trip initiation report and a trip termination report to  
the SAC or his designee, by telephone, using the following 24-hour toll- 
free number--800-305-0697. 
    (i) Trip initiation report. The trip initiation report must be  
submitted before beginning the trip and must include: vessel name;  
official number; number of traps to be deployed; sequence of trap tag  
numbers; date, time, and point of departure; and intended time and date  
of trip termination. 
    (ii) Trip termination report. The trip termination report must be  
submitted immediately upon returning to port and prior to any offloading  
of catch or fish traps. The trip termination report must include: vessel  
name; official number; name and address of dealer where catch will be  
offloaded and sold; the time offloading will begin; notification of any  
lost traps; and notification of any traps left deployed for any reason. 
    (B) [Reserved] 
    (iii) Gulf shrimp. The owner or operator of a vessel that fishes for  
shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or in adjoining state waters, or that lands  
shrimp in an adjoining state, must provide information for any fishing  
trip, as requested by the SRD, including, but not limited to, vessel  
identification, gear, effort, amount of shrimp caught by species, shrimp  
condition (heads on/heads off), fishing areas and depths, and person to  
whom sold. 
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    (iv) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (A) The owner or operator of a  
vessel for which a commercial permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper  
has been issued, as required under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(vi), or whose vessel  
fishes for or lands South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from state  
waters adjoining the South Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to report by  
the SRD must maintain a fishing record on a form available from the SRD  
and must submit such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this  
section. 
    (B) The wreckfish shareholder under Sec. 622.15, or operator of a  
vessel for which a commercial permit for wreckfish has been issued, as  
required under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(vii), must maintain a fishing record on  
a form available from the SRD and must submit such record as specified  
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section. 
    (C) The wreckfish shareholder under Sec. 622.15, or operator of a  
vessel for which a commercial permit for wreckfish has been issued, as  
required under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(vii), must make available to an  
authorized officer upon request all records of offloadings, purchases,  
or sales of wreckfish. 
    (v) South Atlantic golden crab. The owner or operator of a vessel  
for which a commercial permit for golden crab has been issued, as  
required under Sec. 622.4(a)(2)(x), who is selected to report by the SRD  
must maintain a fishing record on a form available from the SRD. 
    (2) Reporting deadlines. (i) Completed fishing records required by  
paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii), and (iv) of this section must be submitted  
to the SRD postmarked not later than 7 days after the end of each  
fishing trip. If no fishing occurred during a calendar month, a report  
so stating must be submitted on one of the forms postmarked not later  
than 7 days after the end of that month. Information to be reported is  
indicated on the form and its accompanying instructions. 
    (ii) Reporting forms required in paragraph (a)(1)(v) of this section  
must be submitted to the SRD postmarked not later than 30 days after  
sale of the golden crab offloaded from a trip. If no fishing occurred  
during a calendar month, a report so stating must be submitted on one of  
the forms postmarked not later than 7 days after the end of that month.  



Information to be reported is indicated on the form and its accompanying  
instructions. 
    (b) Charter vessel/headboat owners and operators-- Coastal migratory  
pelagic fish, reef fish, and snapper-grouper. The owner or operator of a  
vessel for which a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal  
migratory pelagic fish, South Atlantic coastal migratory pelagic fish,  
Gulf reef fish, or South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, as  
required under Sec. 622.4(a)(1), or whose vessel fishes for or lands  
such coastal migratory pelagic fish, reef fish, or snapper-grouper in or  
from state waters adjoining the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ, who is  
selected to report by the SRD must maintain a fishing record for each  
trip, or a portion of such trips as specified by the SRD, on forms  
provided by the SRD and must submit such record as specified in  
paragraph (b)(2) of this section. 
    (2) Reporting deadlines--(i) Charter vessels. Completed fishing  
records required by paragraph (b)(1) of this section for charter vessels  
must be submitted to the SRD weekly, postmarked not later than 7 days  
after the end of each week (Sunday). Information to be reported is  
indicated on the form and its accompanying instructions. 
    (ii) Headboats. Completed fishing records required by paragraph  
(b)(1) of this section for headboats must be submitted to the SRD  
monthly and must either be made available to an authorized statistical  
reporting agent or be postmarked not later than 7 days after the end of  
each month. Information to be reported is indicated on the form and its  
accompanying instructions. 
    (c) Dealers--(1) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. (i) A person who  
purchases coastal migratory pelagic fish from a fishing vessel, or  
person, that fishes for or lands such fish in or from the EEZ or  
adjoining state waters who is selected to report by the SRD must submit  
information on forms provided by the SRD. This information must be  
submitted to the SRD at monthly intervals, postmarked not later than 5 
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days after the end of each month. Reporting frequency and reporting  
deadlines may be modified upon notification by the SRD. If no coastal  
migratory pelagic fish were received during a calendar month, a report  
so stating must be submitted on one of the forms, in accordance with the  
instructions on the form, and must be postmarked not later than 5 days  
after the end of the month. The information to be reported is as  
follows: 
    (A) Dealer's or processor's name and address. 
    (B) County where fish were landed. 
    (C) Total poundage of each species received during that month, or  
other requested interval. 
    (D) Average monthly price paid for each species. 
    (E) Proportion of total poundage landed by each gear type. 
    (ii) Alternate SRD. For the purposes of paragraph (c)(1)(i) of this  
section, in the states from New York through Virginia, or in the waters  
off those states, ``SRD'' means the Science and Research Director,  
Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NMFS (see Table 1 of Sec. 600.502 of  
this chapter), or a designee. 
    (2) Gulf red drum. A dealers or processor who purchases red drum  
harvested from the Gulf who is selected to report by the SRD must report  
to the SRD such information as the SRD may request and in the form and  
manner as the SRD may require. The information required to be submitted  
must include, but is not limited to, the following: 
    (i) Dealer's or processor's name and address. 
    (ii) State and county where red drum were landed. 
    (iii) Total poundage of red drum received during the reporting  
period, by each type of gear used for harvest. 
    (3) Gulf reef fish. A person who purchases Gulf reef fish from a  
fishing vessel, or person, that fishes for or lands such fish in or from  
the EEZ or adjoining state waters must maintain records and submit  
information as follows: 
    (i) A dealer must maintain at his/her principal place of business a  



record of Gulf reef fish that he/she receives. The record must contain  
the name of each fishing vessel from which reef fish were received and  
the date, species, and quantity of each receipt. A dealer must retain  
such record for at least 1 year after receipt date and must provide such  
record for inspection upon the request of an authorized officer or the  
SRD. 
    (ii) When requested by the SRD, a dealer must provide information  
from his/her record of Gulf reef fish received the total poundage of  
each species received during the month, average monthly price paid for  
each species by market size, and proportion of total poundage landed by  
each gear type. This information must be provided on forms available  
from the SRD and must be submitted to the SRD at monthly intervals,  
postmarked not later than 5 days after the end of the month. Reporting  
frequency and reporting deadlines may be modified upon notification by  
the SRD. If no reef fish were received during a calendar month, a report  
so stating must be submitted on one of the forms, postmarked not later  
than 5 days after the end of the month. 
    (iii) The operator of a car or truck that is used to pick up from a  
fishing vessel reef fish harvested from the Gulf must maintain a record  
containing the name of each fishing vessel from which reef fish on the  
car or truck have been received. The vehicle operator must provide such  
record for inspection upon the request of an authorized officer. 
    (4) Gulf shrimp. A person who purchases shrimp from a vessel, or  
person, that fishes for shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or in adjoining state  
waters, or that lands shrimp in an adjoining state, must provide the  
following information when requested by the SRD: 
    (i) Name and official number of the vessel from which shrimp were  
received or the name of the person from whom shrimp were received, if  
received from other than a vessel. 
    (ii) Amount of shrimp received by species and size category for each  
receipt. 
    (iii) Exvessel value, by species and size category, for each  
receipt. 
    (5) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (i) A person who purchases South  
Atlantic snapper-grouper that were harvested from the EEZ or from  
adjoining state waters and who is selected to report by the SRD and a  
dealer who has been issued a dealer permit for wreckfish, as 
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required under Sec. 622.4(a)(4), must provide information on receipts of  
South Atlantic snapper-grouper and prices paid, by species, on forms  
available from the SRD. The required information must be submitted to  
the SRD at monthly intervals, postmarked not later than 5 days after the  
end of the month. Reporting frequency and reporting deadlines may be  
modified upon notification by the SRD. If no South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper were received during a calendar month, a report so stating must  
be submitted on one of the forms, postmarked not later than 5 days after  
the end of the month. However, during complete months encompassed by the  
wreckfish spawning-season closure (that is, February and March), a  
wreckfish dealer is not required to submit a report stating that no  
wreckfish were received. 
    (ii) A dealer reporting South Atlantic snapper-grouper other than  
wreckfish may submit the information required in paragraph (c)(5)(i) of  
this section via facsimile (fax). 
    (iii) A dealer who has been issued a dealer permit for wreckfish, as  
required under Sec. 622.4(a)(4), must make available to an authorized  
officer upon request all records of offloadings, purchases, or sales of  
wreckfish. 
    (6) South Atlantic golden crab. A dealer who receives from a fishing  
vessel golden crab harvested from the South Atlantic EEZ and who is  
selected by the SRD must provide information on receipts of, and prices  
paid for, South Atlantic golden crab to the SRD at monthly intervals,  
postmarked not later than 5 days after the end of each month. Reporting  
frequency and reporting deadlines may be modified upon notification by  
the SRD. 



    (7) South Atlantic rock shrimp. (i) A dealer who has been issued a  
permit for rock shrimp, as required under Sec. 622.4(a)(4), and who is  
selected by the SRD must provide information on receipts of rock shrimp  
and prices paid on forms available from the SRD. The required  
information must be submitted to the SRD at monthly intervals postmarked  
not later than 5 days after the end of each month. Reporting frequencies  
and reporting deadlines may be modified upon notification by the SRD. 
    (ii) On demand, a dealer who has been issued a dealer permit for  
rock shrimp, as required under Sec. 622.4(a)(4), must make available to  
an authorized officer all records of offloadings, purchases, or sales of  
rock shrimp. 
    (d) Individuals with coral or live rock permits. (1) An individual  
with a Federal allowable octocoral permit must submit a report of  
harvest to the SRD. Specific reporting requirements will be provided  
with the permit. 
    (2) A person with a Federal aquacultured live rock permit must  
report to the RA each deposition of material on a site. Such reports  
must be postmarked not later than 7 days after deposition and must  
contain the following information: 
    (i) Permit number of site and date of deposit. 
    (ii) Geological origin of material deposited. 
    (iii) Amount of material deposited. 
    (iv) Source of material deposited, that is, where obtained, if  
removed from another habitat, or from whom purchased. 
    (3) A person who takes aquacultured live rock must submit a report  
of harvest to the RA. Specific reporting requirements will be provided  
with the permit. This reporting requirement is waived for aquacultured  
live rock that is landed in Florida. 
    (e) Additional data and inspection. Additional data will be  
collected by authorized statistical reporting agents and by authorized  
officers. A person who fishes for or possesses species in or from the  
EEZ governed in this part is required to make the applicable fish or  
parts thereof available for inspection by the SRD or an authorized  
officer upon request. 
    (f) Commercial vessel, charter vessel, and headboat inventory. The  
owner or operator of a commercial vessel, charter vessel, or headboat  
operating in a fishery governed in this part who is not selected to  
report by the SRD under paragraph (a) or (b) of this section must  
provide the following information when interviewed by the SRD: 
    (1) Name and official number of vessel and permit number, if  
applicable. 
    (2) Length and tonnage. 
    (3) Current home port. 
    (4) Fishing areas. 
 
[[Page 159]] 
 
    (5) Ports where fish were offloaded during the last year. 
    (6) Type and quantity of gear. 
    (7) Number of full- and part-time fishermen or crew members. 
 
[61 FR 34940, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 FR 43956, Aug. 27, 1996; 61  
FR 47448, Sept. 9, 1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct.  
28, 1998; 64 FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 64 FR 68935, Dec. 9, 1999; 67 FR  
43565, June 28, 2002] 
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need to withdraw their APO application 
as it pertains to this investigation.

This notice is issued and published 
pursuant to section 777(i) of the Act.

Dated: March 8, 2004.
James J. Jochum,
Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration.
[FR Doc. 04–5798 Filed 3–12–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 030404D]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Dealer and Interview Family of Forms

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 14, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington DC 20230 (or via e-mail at 
dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to John Poffenberger, 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 75 
Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 
33149,(phone 305–361–4263) or at 
john.poffenberger@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

Fishery quotas are established for 
many species in the fishery management 
plans developed by both the Gulf of 
Mexico Reef Fish Fishery Management 
Council or the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council. The Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center has been 
delegated the responsibility to monitor 
these quotas. To do so in a timely 

manner, seafood dealers that handle 
these species are required to report the 
purchases (landings) of these species. 
The frequency of these reporting 
requirements varies depending on the 
magnitude of the quota (i.e., lower quota 
usually require more frequent reporting) 
and the intensity of fishing effort. The 
most common reporting frequency is 
monthly; however, some fishery quotas, 
e.g., the mackerel gill net, necessitates 
weekly or by the trip.

In addition, information collection 
included in this family of forms 
includes interview with fishermen to 
gather information on the fishing effort, 
location and type of gear used on 
individual trips. This data collection is 
conducted for a subsample of the fishing 
trips and vessel/trips in selected 
commercial fisheries in the Southeast 
region. Fishing trips and individuals are 
selected at random to provide a viable 
statistical sample. These data are used 
for scientific analyses that support 
critical conservation and management 
decisions made by national and 
international fishery management 
organizations.

II. Method of Collection
The Southeast Fisheries Science 

Center will provide a reporting form to 
each dealer selected to report the 
minimum information necessary to 
monitor the quota(s). The dealer must 
complete the form by providing the 
name and permit number of the 
company and provide the amount 
purchased (landed) for the designated 
species. This form must be faxed or sent 
as an e-mail attachment to the Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center within 5 
business days of the end of each 
reporting period. For dealers that do not 
have a rapidfax machine or access to e-
mail, pre-addressed, pre-paid envelopes 
will be provided.

Fishery biologists that are located a 
strategic fishing ports throughout the 
Southeast Region (North Carolina 
through Texas) intercept fishermen as 
they are unloading their catch and 
interview them.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0013.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business and other 

for-profit organizations (seafood dealers 
and fishermen).

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
5,5000.

Estimated Time Per Response: Fifteen 
minutes for a dealer report in the golden 
crab, red snapper, rock shrimp and 
Puerto Rican prohibited coral dealers; 5 
minutes to fax or mail a red snapper 

dealer report; 5 minutes for a dealer 
quota monitoring report in the snowy 
grouper, tilefish, mackerel, and grouper 
fisheries; 5 minutes for an annual vessel 
interview; 10 minutes for other 
interviews; 10 minutes for a dealer and 
vessel report in the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico runaround gill mackerel fishery; 
and 4.5 minutes for a wreckfish dealer 
report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: The estimated annual burden 
hours for the reporting activities in this 
collection are: shrimp interviews, 914 
hours; biological sampling (trip 
interview program), 483 hours; mackerel 
dealer reporting for quota monitoring, 
78 hours; snowy grouper/tilefish/
amberjack dealer reporting 57 hours; red 
snapper dealer reporting, 71 hours; rock 
shrimp, golden crab and coral dealer 
reporting, 15 hours each; and wreckfish 
dealer reporting, 71 hours. The total 
annual burden is estimated to be 1,900 
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: There are no direct costs to the 
public (fishermen and seafood dealers) 
other than the time to respond to the 
survey. All reports are to be submitted 
in pre-paid envelopes, via rapidfax or as 
an attachment to an e:mail.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: March 3, 2004.

Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–5824 Filed 3–12–04; 8:45 am]
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Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 

Public Law 94-265

As amended through October 11, 1996

SEC. 303. CONTENTS OF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS          16 U.S.C. 1853

95-354, 99-659, 101-627, 104-297 

(a) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by any
Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, shall-- 

(1) contain the conservation and management measures, applicable to foreign fishing and
fishing by vessels of the United States, which are-- 

(A) necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery
to prevent overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks, and to protect, restore, and promote
the long-term health and stability of the fishery; 

(B) described in this subsection or subsection (b), or both; and 
(C) consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,

regulations implementing recommendations by international organizations in which the
United States participates (including but not limited to closed areas, quotas, and size
limits), and any other applicable law; 

(2) contain a description of the fishery, including, but not limited to, the number of vessels
involved, the type and quantity of fishing gear used, the species of fish involved and their location,
the cost likely to be incurred in management, actual and potential revenues from the fishery, any
recreational interest in the fishery, and the nature and extent of foreign fishing and Indian treaty
fishing rights, if any; 

(3) assess and specify the present and probable future condition of, and the maximum
sustainable yield and optimum yield from, the fishery, and include a summary of the information
utilized in making such specification; 

(4) assess and specify-- 
(A) the capacity and the extent to which fishing vessels of the United States,

on an annual basis, will harvest the optimum yield specified under paragraph (3), 
(B) the portion of such optimum yield which, on an annual basis, will not be

harvested by fishing vessels of the United States and can be made available for foreign
fishing, and 

(C) the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annual
basis, will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing
vessels of the United States; 



(5) specify the pertinent data which shall be submitted to the Secretary with respect to
commercial, recreational, and charter fishing in the fishery, including, but not limited to,
information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by species in numbers of
fish or weight thereof, areas in which fishing was engaged in, time of fishing, number of hauls, and
the estimated processing capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized by, United States
fish processors;

(6) consider and provide for temporary adjustments, after consultation with the Coast
Guard and persons utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery for vessels otherwise
prevented from harvesting because of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safe
conduct of the fishery; except that the adjustment shall not adversely affect conservation efforts in
other fisheries or discriminate among participants in the affected fishery;

(7) describe and identify essential fish habitat for the fishery based on the guidelines
established by the Secretary under section 305(b)(1)(A), minimize to the extent practicable
adverse effects on such habitat caused by fishing, and identify other actions to encourage the
conservation and enhancement of such habitat;

(8) in the case of a fishery management plan that, after January 1, 1991, is submitted to the
Secretary for review under section 304(a) (including any plan for which an amendment is
submitted to the Secretary for such review) or is prepared by the Secretary, assess and specify the
nature and extent of scientific data which is needed for effective implementation of the plan; 

(9) include a fishery impact statement for the plan or amendment (in the case of a plan or
amendment thereto submitted to or prepared by the Secretary after October 1, 1990) which shall
assess, specify, and describe the likely effects, if any, of the conservation and management
measures on--

(A) participants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or
amendment; and 

(B) participants in the fisheries conducted in adjacent areas under the authority of
another Council, after consultation with such Council and representatives of those
participants;

(10) specify objective and measurable criteria for identifying when the fishery to which the
plan applies is overfished (with an analysis of how the criteria were determined and the
relationship of the criteria to the reproductive potential of stocks of fish in that fishery) and, in the
case of a fishery which the Council or the Secretary has determined is approaching an overfished
condition or is overfished, contain conservation and management measures to prevent overfishing
or end overfishing and rebuild the fishery;

(11) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of
bycatch occurring in the fishery, and include conservation and management measures that, to the
extent practicable and in the following priority--

(A) minimize bycatch; and
(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided;



(12) assess the type and amount of fish caught and released alive during recreational
fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish, and
include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize mortality
and ensure the extended survival of such fish;

(13) include a description of the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors
which participate in the fishery and, to the extent practicable, quantify trends in landings of the
managed fishery resource by the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors; and

(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures
which reduce the overall harvest in a fishery are necessary, allocate any harvest restrictions or
recovery benefits fairly and equitably among the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing
sectors in the fishery.

97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by
any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may-- 

(1) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with respect
to-- 

(A) any fishing vessel of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the
exclusive economic zone [or special areas,]* or for anadromous species or Continental
Shelf fishery resources beyond such zone [or areas]*; 

(B) the operator of any such vessel; or
(C) any United States fish processor who first receives fish that are subject to the

plan;

(2) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shall be limited, or shall not be
permitted, or shall be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessels or with specified types
and quantities of fishing gear; 

(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the conservation
and management of the fishery on the--

(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, total
biomass, or other factors);

(B) sale of fish caught during commercial, recreational, or charter fishing,
consistent with any applicable Federal and State safety and quality requirements; and

(C) transshipment or transportation of fish or fish products under permits issued
pursuant to section 204;

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing
gear, fishing vessels, or equipment for such vessels, including devices which may be required to
facilitate enforcement of the provisions of this Act; 



(5) incorporate (consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,
and any other applicable law) the relevant fishery conservation and management measures of the
coastal States nearest to the fishery; 

(6) establish a limited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yield if, in
developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account-- 

(A) present participation in the fishery, 
(B) historical fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery, 
(C) the economics of the fishery, 
(D) the capability of fishing vessels used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries, 
(E) the cultural and social framework relevant to the fishery and any affected

fishing communities, and 
(F) any other relevant considerations; 

(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data
(other than economic data) which are necessary for the conservation and management of the
fishery; 

(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board a vessel of the United States
engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such a vessel shall not
be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessel for the quartering of an
observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the health or
safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessel would be jeopardized;

(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the
plan will have on the stocks of naturally spawning anadromous fish in the region;

(10) include, consistent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear group to
employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower levels of the mortality of
bycatch;

(11) reserve a portion of the allowable biological catch of the fishery for use in scientific
research; and

(12) prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions as are
determined to be necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery. 



97-453, 104-297

(c) PROPOSED REGULATIONS.--Proposed regulations which the Council deems necessary
or appropriate for the purposes of--

(1) implementing a fishery management plan or plan amendment shall be submitted to the
Secretary simultaneously with the plan or amendment under section 304; and

(2) making modifications to regulations implementing a fishery management plan or plan
amendment may be submitted to the Secretary at any time after the plan or amendment is
approved under section 304.
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