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       Previous               760              62               0 
       New                    750              63               0 
       Difference             -10               1               0 
         Program Change                         0               0 
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     Donald R. Arbuckle         Deputy Administrator, Office of 
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION
Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer.  Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement,  and any
additional documentation to:  Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102, 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC  20503. 

 1.  Agency/Subagency originating request

     

 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None

        a.                    -                                        

 3.  Type of information collection (check one)

   a. [   ]  New Collection 

   b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

   c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

   d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   f.  [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

 4.  Type of review requested (check one)
   a. [   ] Regular submission
   b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by               /             /              
   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

 6.  Requested expiration date
   a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:     /    

 7. Title                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                      

 8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)    

 9. Keywords                                               
                         

10. Abstract                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                    
                            

11.  Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.        Individuals or households    d.         Farms
b.         Business or other for-profit e.         Federal Government
c.         Not-for-profit institutions    f.         State, Local or Tribal Government

 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
     a. [    ] Voluntary
     b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
     c. [    ] Mandatory

13.  Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
     a. Number of respondents                       

     b. Total annual responses                     
        1. Percentage of these responses
           collected electronically                        %
     c. Total annual hours requested                                 
     d. Current OMB inventory                     

     e. Difference                                                            
     f. Explanation of difference
        1. Program change                            
        2. Adjustment                                            

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of                 
      dollars)
    a. Total annualized capital/startup costs                         

    b. Total annual costs (O&M)                                          

    c. Total annualized cost requested                           

    d. Current OMB inventory                                                     

    e. Difference                                                                
    f.  Explanation of difference

       1. Program change                                                          

       2. Adjustment                                                           

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all            
others that apply with "X")
 a.       Application for benefits       e.      Program planning or management
 b.       Program evaluation             f.      Research   
 c.       General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.       Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a.  [   ] Recordkeeping                 b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c.  [  ] Reporting
         1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly                3. [   ] Monthly  
         4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually       6. [   ] Annually 
         7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)                                              

17. Statistical methods
     Does this information collection employ statistical methods                            
                                        [   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding 
      the content of this submission)

    Name:                                             
    Phone:                                          
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       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator or head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or Staff
Office)   

 Signature Date

 Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

 Signature Date

10/95



 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 BILLFISH TAGGING REPORT  
 OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0009 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The Billfish Tagging Program began in 1963 and is an integral part of the Billfish Research 
Program at the Southwest Fishery Science Center (SWFSC).   The SWFSC provides tagging 
supplies to individuals electing to tag and release the billfish they catch.  The Billfish Tagging 
Report is issued with individual billfish tags and is imprinted with the number matching the 
accompanying tag.  The Billfish Tagging Report is the primary mechanism by which these 
cooperating anglers and commercial fishers return the tagging and release information 
concerning the billfish they have tagged.   Interested individuals cooperating in the Program do 
so on a strictly voluntary basis. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The Program is conducted throughout the year to determine billfish habitat, mortality rates, 
migration patterns, feeding habits and growth rates.  Fishery biologists investigating the health of 
billfish resources throughout the Pacific utilize data from this Program.  Results aid in ongoing 
research concerning billfish resources and are published annually in the Billfish Newsletter.  
 
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will meet the quality control measures and 
pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Data is collected from observations taken at sea on small fishing boats.  The data summarizes the 
actual fishing event that just occurred.  Automated and/or electronic reporting is not possible due 
to the variety in vessel capability.  Anglers are requested to complete the Billfish Tagging Report 
immediately and mail it to the SWFSC as soon as possible. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
This Program is unique to the billfish angling community in that it provides free tagging supplies 
throughout the Pacific and Indian oceans and publishes is results annually.  Billfish conservation 
became very popular during the early 1980s and several foreign and private conservation 
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organizations began tagging programs.  This Program cooperates completely with these 
organizations so that research efforts are expanded and not duplicated. 
 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The Program deals with individual anglers and commercial fishers cooperating in the Program 
and does not impact any business entity. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Fishery biologists at the SWFSC, and elsewhere, for the purpose of providing management 
advice, use program results.  A break in the Program time line would jeopardize the usefulness 
of nearly 37 years of billfish tag and recapture data. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Response to the Billfish Tagging Report is consistent with OMB guidelines and completely 
voluntary.  
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited comments on this renewal.  None were 
received as a result of the FR notice.   Angler comments concerning the Program are also 
requested annually in the Billfish Newsletter, and other fishery laboratories and non-
governmental organizations are also encouraged to provide comments.  Individual anglers 
occasionally provide positive comments while requesting tagging supplies and/or general 
information. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments are given to those returning the Billfish Tagging Report.  Anglers who have tagged 
a billfish and submitted the Billfish Tagging Report are awarded a baseball cap if and when that 
particular billfish is recaptured. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
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assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Program data results are not confidential; they are public information.   
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Burden to complete the Billfish Tagging Report card is about five minutes per response.  Our 
active mailing list of taggers varies from 2,000 to 3,000 volunteers.  Although the number of 
respondents who return the Billfish Tagging Report in 2003 totaled 1,369 the recent year average 
number of respondents is 750.  The number of respondents is dependent on seasonal fishing 
conditions and 2003 was an unusually good year for billfish anglers.  Total annual average 
burden remains at the estimated 63 hours (750 x 5/60 = 63). 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection  (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
There is no cost burden to the respondents.  Postage is paid by the SWFSC if mailed from within 
the U.S.  For those mailing from foreign countries the only cost is that of postage.  While we do 
not have a hard estimate for this, it is small (<$100.00US). 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Annual cost to print the Billfish Tagging Report and postage is under $500.  This figure is based 
on actual expenses averaged over the last few years.  Less clear is the in-house cost of staff (1 
GS-9 and 1 GS-12) to maintain the entire Program, but we spend about 30% of our time on the 
Program.  Included is staff time to analyze data, report results in-house, prepare various 
manuscripts, prepare the Billfish Newsletter and respond to the Paperwork Reduction Act 
requirements.  The year operating plan for the Billfish Program in FY2004 appropriates $ 12,000 
exclusive of wages.   This includes $2,500 for printing of the Billfish Tagging Report, the 
Billfish Newsletter, and $9,500 for the purchase of billfish tagging supplies distributed to 
anglers.   
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no program changes. A minor adjustment is the change in burden hours from 62 to 63. 
Previously, the exact number of 62.5 was rounded down, rather than up.  
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
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publication. 
 
The Program is conducted on a calendar year with the Billfish Newsletter published in May of 
each year.   The Billfish Newsletter is the method by which the SWFSC provides feedback to the 
fishing community and is written for cooperating anglers participating in the Program.  Results 
of the International Angler Survey (Paperwork Reduction Act requirements reported elsewhere) 
are also reported in the Billfish Newsletter.  Content of the Billfish Newsletter varies annually 
but always includes angling effort by area and species captured, reported catches, results from 
the Billfish Tagging Program as well as general interest articles directed to the billfish angler.   
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The expiration date is displayed. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
No exceptions are requested. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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NOAA. National Marine Fisheries Service 
BILLFISH TAGGING REPORT 
PLEASE FILL IN DETAILS AND MAIL TODAY. 

If mailing outside USA, postage must be affixed.  Please 
return card.  Otherwise tagging is of no value TAG #.

Latitude: ____________________________________Longitude: __________________________________ 

Locality: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Species: _______________________________________________ Date: ________________________________ 

Estimate length (tip of jaw to fork of tail): ___________________________ inches. Weight: __________________ lbs. 

Fish Condition: ___________________________________________ Bait type: _____________________________ 

Angler: _________________________________________________ Fight time (minutes)_____________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ Zip: ____________________ 

Club: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Captain: ________________________________________________ Boat name: _____________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ Zip: __________________  

Response to this form is voluntary.  
OMB 0648-0009, expiration date 08/31/2007  

NOAA 88-162, 01/2001  

 
 



[CITE: 16USC760e] 
 
 
TITLE 16--CONSERVATION 
 
CHAPTER 9A--PRESERVATION OF FISHERY RESOURCES 
 
Sec. 760e. Study of migratory game fish; waters; research; purpose 
 
   The Secretary of Commerce is directed to undertake a comprehensive continuing study of the 
migratory marine fish of interest to recreational fishermen of the United States, including species 
inhabiting the offshore waters of the United States and species, which migrate through or spend a 
part of their lives in the inshore waters of the United States. The study shall include, but not be 
limited to, research on migrations, identity of stocks, growth rates, mortality rates, variations in 
survival, environmental influences, both natural and artificial, including pollution, and effects of 
fishing on the species, for the purpose of developing wise conservation policies and constructive 
management activities. 
 
(Pub. L. 86-359, Sec. 1, Sept. 22, 1959, 73 Stat. 642; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, Sec. 1(b), eff. Oct. 
3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.) 
 
Transfer of Functions 
 
   Transfer of functions to Secretary of Commerce from Secretary of the Interior by Reorg. Plan 
No. 4 of 1970, see note set out under section 755 of this title. 
 
Section Referred to in Other Sections 
 
   This section is referred to in sections 760f, 760g of this title. 
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practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: October 19, 2004.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–24004 Filed 10–26–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 102104C]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Individual Fishing 
Quotas for Pacific Halibut and 
Sablefish in the Alaska Fisheries

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before December 27, 
2004.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Patsy A. Bearden, 907–586–
7008 or patsy.bearden@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
NMFS seeks to renew a collection of 

information for the continued 
management of the Individual Fishing 
Quota (IFQ) Program for fixed-gear 
Pacific halibut and sablefish fisheries off 
Alaska as well as the Western Alaska 
Community Development Quota 
Program (CDQ) halibut fishery. The IFQ 
program allocates annual total catch 
limits for the halibut and sablefish 
fisheries among individual fishermen. 
The CDQ halibut program allocates 
annual total catch limits for the halibut 
fishery among individual CDQ 
fishermen. Fishermen are assigned 
Quota Shares (QS) for the fisheries, and 
then annually receive an IFQ and/or 
CDQ. Applications and reporting are 
require to manage and track the 
program.

II. Method of Collection
The information is submitted to 

respond to requirements set forth in a 
regulation. Paper applications and 
reports, electronic reports, and 
telephone calls are required from 
participants, and methods of submittal 
include Internet and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0272.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Not-for-profit 

institutions and business or other for-
profits organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
6,742.

Estimated Time Per Response: 30 
minutes for Application for IFQ/CDQ 
Landing Card; 30 minutes for 
Application for IFQ/CDQ Registered 
Buyer Permit; 1 hour for Request for 
Application for Quota Share, 
Individuals; 1 hours for Request for 
Application for Quota Share, Existing 
Corporations or Partnerships; 1 hour for 
Request for Application for Quota 
Share, Dissolved Corporations or 
Partnerships; 4 hours for Letter of 
Appeal; 30 minutes for QS/IFQ 
Beneficiary Designation Form; 2 hours 
for QS Holder: Identification of 
Ownership Interest; 30 minutes for 
Annual Updates on the Status of 
Corporations and Partnerships QS; 2 
hours for Application for QS/IFQ 
Transfer Eligibility Certificate; 2 hours 
for Application for Transfer of QS/IFQ 
(includes sweep-up); 30 minutes for 
Application for Replacement of 
Certificates, Permits, or Cards; 30 
minutes for Request for Automated 
Transaction Terminal; 6 minutes for IFQ 

Administrative Waiver; 12 minutes for 
Prior Notice of IFQ Landing; 12 minutes 
for electronic IFQ/CDQ Landing Report; 
18 minutes for manual IFQ/CDQ 
Landing Report; 15 minutes for 
Departure Report; 12 minutes for 
Transshipment Authorization; 6 
minutes for Dockside Sales Receipt; 200 
hours for Application to Become a 
Community Quota Entity (CQE); 40 
hours for CQE Annual Report; 30 
minutes for Approval of Transfer from 
Governing Body; and 10 hours for 
Community Petition to Form Governing 
Body.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 12,012.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $82.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: October 19, 2004.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–24005 Filed 10–26–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 102104D]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Billfish Tagging 
Report

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
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respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before December 27, 
2004.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to David Holts, Southwest 
Fishery Science Center, 8604 La Jolla 
Shores Drive, La Jolla, CA 92038–0271 
or (phone 858–546–7186).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administrations’s 
Southwest Fishery Science Center 
operates a billfish tagging program. 
Tagging supplies are provided to 
volunteers. When they catch and tag 
fish they submit a brief report on the 
fish tagged and the location of the 
tagging. The information is used in 
conjunction with tag returns to 
determine billfish migration patterns, 
mortality rates, and similar information 
useful in the management of the fishery.

II. Method of Collection

A postcard-size paper form is used.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0009.
Form Number: NOAA Form 88–162.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

750 to 1200.
Estimated Time Per Response: 5 

minutes.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 63.
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 

agency=s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: October 19, 2004.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–24006 Filed 10–26–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 102104G]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council will convene 
public meetings.
DATES: The meetings will be held 
November 7–10, 2004.
ADDRESSES: These meetings will be held 
at the Sheraton South Padre Island, 310 
Padre Boulevard, South Padre Island, 
TX 78597.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 3018 
North U.S. Highway 301, Suite 1000, 
Tampa, FL 33619.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Wayne E. Swingle, Executive Director, 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (813) 228–2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Council

Tuesday, November 9, 2004

8:30 a.m. Convene.
8:45 a.m – 9 a.m. – Appointment of 

Committee Members.
9 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. – Receive public 

testimony on Exempted Fishing Permits 
(if any).

9:10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. – Receive the 
Shrimp Management Committee report.

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Receive the 
Habitat Protection Committee report.

1 p.m. – 2 p.m. – Receive the Law 
Enforcement Committee report.

2 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. – Receive the Reef 
Fish Management Committee report.

Wednesday, November 10, 2004

8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m. – Receive the Joint 
Reef Fish/Mackerel/Red Drum 
Committee report.

9 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. – Receive the 
Mackerel Management Committee 
report.

9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. – Receive the 
Joint Artificial Reef/Reef Fish 
Management Committee report.

9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. – Receive the 
Data Collection Committee report.

9:45 a.m. – 10 a.m. – Receive the 
Administrative Policy Committee 
report.

10 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. – Receive the 
International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
Advisory Committee report.

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. – Receive 
Enforcement Reports.

10:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. – Receive the 
NMFS Regional Administrator’s Report.

11 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. – Receive 
Director’s Reports.

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Other 
Business.

Committee

Sunday, November 7, 2004

9 a.m. – 10 a.m. – The Mackerel 
Management Committee will review 
public hearing and Advisory Panel 
(AP)/Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC) comments on Draft 
Coastal Migratory Pelagics (CMP) 
Amendment 15 which proposes a 
permanent limited access system on 
commercial mackerel vessel permits.

10 a.m. – 11 a.m. – The Law 
Enforcement Committee will review and 
approve a 5–year Strategic Plan and an 
Operation Plan for 2005.

11 a.m. – 12 noon – The Joint Reef 
Fish/Mackerel Committees will review a 
Mississippi Fishing Banks Special 
Management Zone Request.

1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. – The Reef Fish 
Management Committee will consider 
the preferred alternatives for the 
structure of a Red Snapper Individual 
Fishing Quota (IFQ) program and review 
an Options Paper for Reef Fish 
Amendment 18A. The Committee will 
also review Draft Reef Fish Amendment 
24 with public hearing and AP/SSC 
comments, which proposes a permanent 
limited access system on commercial 
mackerel vessel permits.
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