NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Madeleine Clayton 03/29/2001
Departmenta Forms Clearance Officer

Office of the Chief Information Officer

14th and Condtitution Ave. NW.

Room 6086

Washington, DC 20230

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has
taken the following action on your request for the extension

of gpprova of an information collection received on 01/08/2001.
TITLE: NOAA's Teacher-At-Sea Program

AGENCY FORM NUMBER(S): None

ACTION : APPROVED

OMB NO.: 0648-0283
EXPIRATION DATE: 03/31/2004

BURDEN RESPONSES BURDEN HOURS BURDEN COSTS
Previous 420 309 0
New 420 309 1
Difference 0 0 1

Program Change 0 1
Adjustment 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: None

NOTE: The agency isrequired to display the OMB control
number and inform respondents of its lega
significance (see 5 CFR 1320.5(b)).

OMB Authorizing Officid  Title

Dondd R. Arbuckle Deputy Adminigtrator, Office of
Information and Regulaory Affars




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/OMAO a. 0648 . 0283
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [[1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [M] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [M] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [[1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:__ [/

7. Title NOAA's Teacher-At-Sea Program

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords 'teachers, education'

10. Abstract

The Teacher-At-Sea Program provides educators with the opportunity to participate in research projects aboard NOAA vesse
respondents are educators who provide information about themselves and their teaching situation and who submit a follow-uj
with ideas for classroom applications. Recommendations are also required.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. _P_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b. [ ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 375
b. Total annual responses 420
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 309
309

d. Current OMB inventory
e. Difference 0
f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) 1
c. Total annualized cost requested 1
d. Current OMB inventory 0
e. Difference 1
f. Explanation of difference 1

1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. P Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [M] Reporting
1.[0] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [O] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Judy Sohl
206-553-2633

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95



19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator or head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or Staff

Office)
Signature Date
Signed by John Clarey, Deputy Director, Marine Operations Pacific 11/27/2000
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date
signed by Richard Roberts, NOAA Clearance Officer 12/18/2000

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR OMB REVIEW
NOAA'STEACHER AT SEA PROGRAM

Justification

1. NOAA provides educators an opportunity to gain first-hand experience with field research
activities through the Teacher at Sea Program. Through this program, educators spend up to 3
weeks at seaon aNOAA research vessd, participating in an on-going research project with
NOAA stientists. The gpplication solicits information from interested educators, and
participants in the program are selected following review of their gpplication. The application
includes two recommendation forms and a NOAA Hedth Services Questionnaire, the latter
being arequirement of anyone going to sea. Once an educator is selected and participates on a
cruise, they write areport detailing the events of the cruise and their ideas for classroom
activities based on what they learned while at sea. These materids are then made available to
other educators so they may benefit from the experience, without actudly going to sea
themsdves. NOAA does not collect information from this universe of respondents for any
other purpose.

2. Applications are accepted annudly, during January and February, for the purpose of
identifying prospective participants in the Teacher at Sea Program. The specific items of
information on the gpplication will be used in the following manner:

Name, Home Address, Home Phone, Name of School, School Address, Work Phone,
e-mail, citizenship, and Date of Birth are necessary sdlf-identification informetion for the
aoplicants.

Gender information is used to accommodate berthing requirements aboard the ship.

The questions What subjects and grades do you currently teach? and What subjects and
gradesareyou likely to teach next year ? are used to determine the areas of discipline of
the gpplicant. Thisinformation is useful when placing more than one teacher on aship in order
to match their areas of expertise, when evauating their classroom activities for their gppropriate
subject matter and age level, and to determine that an gpplicant is, in fact, an educator.

The question What leader ship roles have you held in education? is used to evauate the
goplicants. Applicants are given a higher score for holding leadership roles in their schools,
participating in their own professona development, and being arole modd for their sudents.
These kills and activities directly relate to ateacher’s ability to trandate the experience into
their classroom.



Question #1, How will you usethis experienceto benefit your students and colleagues?
is the most important sdection criteria on the application. The information details what plans
the teacher has for their follow-up classroom activities, as well astheir plans for conducting
workshops, in-service training, and writing articles for publication. These are the "products’
that NOAA can show to judtify the existence of the program.

Question #2, Describe your experience and ability to write your own classroom
activities directly relates to an educator’ s ability to make use of the experience for teachers
and sudents. The more skilled ateacher is a writing curriculum and adapting life experiences
to the classroom the better they are a taking an immersive experience, like being at sea, and
trandating it to classroom lessons.

Question #3, Why did you select the cruises you did? helps match an gpplicant’ sinterests
with the scientific cruises available.

Question #4, Discuss your ability to adapt to the physical and personal demands of life
on-board a ship, is an attempt to encourage the applicants to consder what lifeislike on-
board aship. The quarters are smal, space is limited, it is difficult to "get away" from other
people, communications and medicd facilitiesare limited. All these factors are important
considerations to make before one embarks on a three week cruise in the open ocean. While
thisinformation is not used in the rating process, it isimportant for the gpplicants to give due
consderation to these conditions.

The Recommendations, one from an Administrator and one from a Colleague, give good insght
into an educator’ s teaching ability and their credtivity in the dlasssoom. Thisis an important
evaudtion criteria

The NOAA Hedth Services Questionnaire provides the necessary information for the NOAA
Medica Officer to determine whether an gpplicant isfit for sea duty.

The Follow-up Report is collected as a completion of the agreement between NOAA and the
participating teacher so that NOAA can distribute the materias to non-participating teachers
thereby broadening the impact of the program to benefit more teachers.

3. Thisapplication is available on the Internet and teachers are able to download the
gpplication and check current ship schedules on-line. The Teacher a Sea Internet URL is
widdy distributed and communication is often facilitated through direct eemail contact between
the Program Adminigtrator and the gpplicants.

4. There are no other known collections gathering Smilar information. NOAA no longer has
an Educationd Affairs Divison, which was the primary participant in NOAA's activities



regarding teechers. The Teacher a Sea Program remains the only information collection
directed at educators.

5. No smdl businesses will be responding to this collection.

6. If thisinformation collection were not conducted the opportunity to participate in NOAA
research projects would not be open to a broad audience, and very few educators would be

able to participate.
7. The callection is conducted in amanner consstent with the OMB guiddines.

8. Thereviewers, from both insde and outside the agency, evauate the application during the
selection process for clarity, ease of use and utility. Applicants provide comments on the entire
gpplication process, including the gpplication itsdlf, during the evauation of the program
following their cruise. Severd gpplicants have been contacted regarding the gpplication to
determine the clarity of ingtructions and the amount of burden imposed.

The gpplication is distributed widdly at educators conferences, through education publications,
and a workshops, dl of which provide opportunities for further public comment. No mgor
problems have been uncovered as a result of any of these consultations.

A Federd Register Notice solicited public comment on this submission; no comments were
received.

9. There are no payments made or gifts given to respondents.

10. The NOAA Hedlth Services Questionnaire will be protected as a Privacy Act record and
trested confidentialy.

11. Except for the hedth questions, there are no questions of a sensitive nature or any matters
that are commonly considered private.

12. The estimates for the burden of the collection of information have been gathered by
surveying gpplicants. The estimates are asfollows:

Application Process
Number of respondents expected annualy = 125
Frequency of response = once annudly
Average response time per respondent = 1.25 hours
.25 hoursto read the gpplication
.50 hours to complete the application
.25 hoursto ddiver and discuss the recommendation forms




13.

14.

15.

16.

.25 hours to complete the Health Services Questionnaire

Recommendations (2 per applicant)

Number of respondents expected annuadly = 250
Frequency of response = once annually

Average response time per respondent = .25 hours

Follow-up report

Number of respondents expected annualy = 45

Frequency of response = once annudly

Average response time per respondent = 2 hours
1 hour to gather data and materias

1 hour to write report
Total
Number of respondents = 375
Tota annua responses = 420
Total hours= 308.75

The total annua cost burden to the respondents resulting from the collection is:

4 postage stamps = $1.28
3 envelopes = $0.15
Total cost ($1.43 x 375) = $536.25
The estimated annual costs to the Federa government are outlined below:
Hours (780 @ $17.69) = $13,798.20
Operationd expenses (printing) = $1,500.00
Total = $15,298.20
There are no changes.

The results of the collection will not be published for atigticd use.

17. Weare happy to display the expiration date for OMB approva of the information
collection.

18. There are no exceptions to the certification statement.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 111500E]

NOAA'’s Teacher-At-Sea Program

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before January 19, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Forms Clearance Officer, Department of
Commerce, Room 6086, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Judy Sohl, OMAO, MOP1,
1801 Fairview Ave East, Seattle WA
98102-3767 (phone 206—-553-2633).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

NOAA provides educators an
opportunity to gain first-hand
experience with field research activities
by allowing them to spend up to three
weeks at sea on a NOAA research
vessel. Applications are necessary to
select participants, and educators
participating on a cruise must submit a
report detailing their experiences and
resulting ideas for classroom activities.

1I. Method of Collection

Paper forms or reports are submitted.
The forms are available over the
Internet.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0283.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Individuals (teachers,
educators).

Estimated Number of Respondents:
375.

Estimated Time Per Response: 1.25
hours for an application; 15 minutes for

a recommendation; and 2 hours for a
follow-up report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 309.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $536.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: November 14, 2000
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 00-29641 Filed 11-17-00; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-12-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 111300D]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council will convene a
public meeting of the Reef Fish Stock
Assessment Panel (RFSAP).
DATES: The meeting will begin on
Monday, December 4, 2000, at 9 a.m.
through Friday, December 8, 2000,
concluding at 12 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
(SEFSC), 75 Virginia Beach Drive,
Miami, Florida.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.

Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619; telephone 813-228-2815.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, telephone: 813—
228-2815.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
RFSAP is composed of biologists who
are trained in the specialized field of
population dynamics. They advise the
Council on the status of stocks and,
when necessary, recommend a level of
allowable biological catch (ABC) needed
to prevent overfishing, or to effect a
recovery of an overfished stock. They
may also recommend catch restrictions
needed to attain management goals.

The RFSAP will convene to review
sensitivity analyses of the 1999 red
grouper stock assessment which was
conducted by the NMFS at the request
of the RFSAP, and recommend a range
of ABC for 2001. The analyses were
requested by the RFSAP at its previous
meeting in August 2000 to examine the
sensitivity of stock assessment results to
the inclusion or exclusion of older, and
possibly questionable, landings data
provided by Cuba for years prior to
1976; the assumed level of release
mortality of undersized fish; and the
shape of the red grouper stock-
recruitment relationship. NMFS has
completed the analyses and declared the
Gulf of Mexico stock of red grouper to
be overfished, based on the 1999 stock
assessment, and the results of the
additional analyses. However, a peer
review of the analyses has not yet been
conducted by the RFSAP. The severity
of the overfished condition, and the
ABC range needed to effect a recovery
also have yet to be determined.

Pending completion by NMFS of
additional analyses requested by the
RFSAP of the 1998 vermilion snapper
assessment and 2000 assessment
update, the RFSAP will review these
analyses and may recommend a range of
ABC for 2001 to stop overfishing from
occurring in the vermilion snapper
fishery. Some model scenarios from the
1998 stock assessment suggested that
the stock was being fished at a rate that
could result in it becoming overfished.
It was, therefore, classified by NMFS as
not overfished butapproaching an
overfished condition. The analyses
requested by the RFSAP were to
examine the robustness and relationship
of the vermilion snapper assessment
tuning indices to changes in the
directed fishery for red snapper.

The RFSAP may also review the
results of additional red snapper
recovery projections conducted by
NMEFS at the request of the Council.
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