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 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None
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   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR OMB REVIEW 
NOAA'S TEACHER AT SEA PROGRAM

Justification

1.  NOAA provides educators an opportunity to gain first-hand experience with field research
activities through the Teacher at Sea Program.  Through this program, educators spend up to 3
weeks at sea on a NOAA research vessel, participating in an on-going research project with
NOAA scientists.  The application solicits information from interested educators, and
participants in the program are selected following review of their application.  The application
includes two recommendation forms and a NOAA Health Services Questionnaire, the latter
being a requirement of anyone going to sea.  Once an educator is selected and participates on a
cruise, they write a report detailing the events of the cruise and their ideas for classroom
activities based on what they learned while at sea.  These materials are then made available to
other educators so they may benefit from the experience, without actually going to sea
themselves.  NOAA does not collect information from this universe of respondents for any
other purpose.

2.  Applications are accepted annually, during January and February, for the purpose of
identifying prospective participants in the Teacher at Sea Program.  The specific items of
information on the application will be used in the following manner:

Name, Home Address, Home Phone, Name of School, School Address, Work Phone,
e-mail, citizenship, and Date of Birth are necessary self-identification information for the
applicants.

Gender information is used to accommodate berthing requirements aboard the ship.

The questions What subjects and grades do you currently teach? and What subjects and
grades are you likely to teach next year? are used to determine the areas of discipline of
the applicant.  This information is useful when placing more than one teacher on a ship in order
to match their areas of expertise, when evaluating their classroom activities for their appropriate
subject matter and age level, and to determine that an applicant is, in fact, an educator.

The question What leadership roles have you held in education? is used to evaluate the
applicants.  Applicants are given a higher score for holding leadership roles in their schools,
participating in their own professional development, and being a role model for their students. 
These skills and activities directly relate to a teacher’s ability to translate the experience into
their classroom.
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Question #1, How will you use this experience to benefit your students and colleagues?
is the most important selection criteria on the application.  The information details what plans
the teacher has for their follow-up classroom activities, as well as their plans for conducting
workshops, in-service training, and writing articles for publication.  These are the "products"
that NOAA can show to justify the existence of the program.

Question #2, Describe your experience and ability to write your own classroom
activities directly relates to an educator’s ability to make use of the experience for teachers
and students.  The more skilled a teacher is at writing curriculum and adapting life experiences
to the classroom the better they are at taking an immersive experience, like being at sea, and
translating it to classroom lessons. 

Question #3, Why did you select the cruises you did? helps match an applicant’s interests
with the scientific cruises available.

Question #4, Discuss your ability to adapt to the physical and personal demands of life
on-board a ship, is an attempt to encourage the applicants to consider what life is like on-
board a ship.  The quarters are small, space is limited, it is difficult to "get away" from other
people, communications and medical facilities are limited.  All these factors are important
considerations to make before one embarks on a three week cruise in the open ocean.  While
this information is not used in the rating process, it is important for the applicants to give due
consideration to these conditions.

The Recommendations, one from an Administrator and one from a Colleague, give good insight
into an educator’s teaching ability and their creativity in the classroom.  This is an important
evaluation criteria.

The NOAA Health Services Questionnaire provides the necessary information for the NOAA
Medical Officer to determine whether an applicant is fit for sea duty.

The Follow-up Report is collected as a completion of the agreement between NOAA and the
participating teacher so that NOAA can distribute the materials to non-participating teachers
thereby broadening the impact of the program to benefit more teachers.

3.  This application is available on the Internet and teachers are able to download the
application and check current ship schedules on-line.  The Teacher at Sea Internet URL is
widely distributed and communication is often facilitated through direct e-mail contact between
the Program Administrator and the applicants.

4.  There are no other known collections gathering similar information.  NOAA no longer has
an Educational Affairs Division, which was the primary participant in NOAA's activities
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regarding teachers.  The Teacher at Sea Program remains the only information collection
directed at educators.

5.  No small businesses will be responding to this collection.

6.  If this information collection were not conducted the opportunity to participate in NOAA
research  projects would not be open to a broad audience, and very few educators would be
able to participate.

7.  The collection is conducted in a manner consistent with the OMB guidelines.

8.   The reviewers, from both inside and outside the agency, evaluate the application during the
selection process for clarity, ease of use and utility.  Applicants provide comments on the entire
application process, including the application itself, during the evaluation of the program
following their cruise.  Several applicants have been contacted regarding the application to
determine the clarity of instructions and the amount of burden imposed.

The application is distributed widely at educators' conferences, through education publications,
and at workshops, all of which provide opportunities for further public comment.  No major
problems have been uncovered as a result of any of these consultations.

A Federal Register Notice solicited public comment on this submission; no comments were
received.

9.  There are no payments made or gifts given to respondents.

10.   The NOAA Health Services Questionnaire will be protected as a Privacy Act record and
treated confidentially.

11.  Except for the health questions, there are no questions of a sensitive nature or any matters
that are commonly considered private.

12.  The estimates for the burden of the collection of information have been gathered by
surveying applicants.  The estimates are as follows:

Application Process
Number of respondents expected annually = 125
Frequency of response = once annually
Average response time per respondent = 1.25 hours

.25 hours to read the application

.50 hours to complete the application

.25 hours to deliver and discuss the recommendation forms
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.25 hours to complete the Health Services Questionnaire

Recommendations (2 per applicant)
 Number of respondents expected annually = 250

Frequency of response = once annually
Average response time per respondent = .25 hours

Follow-up report
Number of respondents expected annually = 45
Frequency of response = once annually
Average response time per respondent = 2 hours

1 hour to gather data and materials
1 hour to write report

Total
Number of respondents = 375
Total annual responses = 420
Total hours = 308.75

13. The total annual cost burden to the respondents resulting from the collection is:
4 postage stamps = $1.28
3 envelopes = $0.15
Total cost ($1.43 x 375) =  $536.25

14.   The estimated annual costs to the Federal government are outlined below:
Hours (780 @ $17.69) = $13,798.20
Operational expenses (printing) = $1,500.00
Total = $15,298.20

15.   There are no changes.

16.   The results of the collection will not be published for statistical use.

17.   We are happy to display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information
collection.

18.   There are no exceptions to the certification statement.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 111500E]

NOAA’s Teacher-At-Sea Program

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before January 19, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Forms Clearance Officer, Department of
Commerce, Room 6086, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Judy Sohl, OMAO, MOP1,
1801 Fairview Ave East, Seattle WA
98102-3767 (phone 206–553–2633).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
NOAA provides educators an

opportunity to gain first-hand
experience with field research activities
by allowing them to spend up to three
weeks at sea on a NOAA research
vessel. Applications are necessary to
select participants, and educators
participating on a cruise must submit a
report detailing their experiences and
resulting ideas for classroom activities.

II. Method of Collection
Paper forms or reports are submitted.

The forms are available over the
Internet.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0283.
Form Number(s): None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Individuals (teachers,

educators).
Estimated Number of Respondents:

375.
Estimated Time Per Response: 1.25

hours for an application; 15 minutes for

a recommendation; and 2 hours for a
follow-up report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 309.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $536.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether

the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: November 14, 2000
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 00–29641 Filed 11–17–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-12-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 111300D]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council will convene a
public meeting of the Reef Fish Stock
Assessment Panel (RFSAP).
DATES: The meeting will begin on
Monday, December 4, 2000, at 9 a.m.
through Friday, December 8, 2000,
concluding at 12 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
(SEFSC), 75 Virginia Beach Drive,
Miami, Florida.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.

Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619; telephone 813–228–2815.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, telephone: 813–
228–2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
RFSAP is composed of biologists who
are trained in the specialized field of
population dynamics. They advise the
Council on the status of stocks and,
when necessary, recommend a level of
allowable biological catch (ABC) needed
to prevent overfishing, or to effect a
recovery of an overfished stock. They
may also recommend catch restrictions
needed to attain management goals.

The RFSAP will convene to review
sensitivity analyses of the 1999 red
grouper stock assessment which was
conducted by the NMFS at the request
of the RFSAP, and recommend a range
of ABC for 2001. The analyses were
requested by the RFSAP at its previous
meeting in August 2000 to examine the
sensitivity of stock assessment results to
the inclusion or exclusion of older, and
possibly questionable, landings data
provided by Cuba for years prior to
1976; the assumed level of release
mortality of undersized fish; and the
shape of the red grouper stock-
recruitment relationship. NMFS has
completed the analyses and declared the
Gulf of Mexico stock of red grouper to
be overfished, based on the 1999 stock
assessment, and the results of the
additional analyses. However, a peer
review of the analyses has not yet been
conducted by the RFSAP. The severity
of the overfished condition, and the
ABC range needed to effect a recovery
also have yet to be determined.

Pending completion by NMFS of
additional analyses requested by the
RFSAP of the 1998 vermilion snapper
assessment and 2000 assessment
update, the RFSAP will review these
analyses and may recommend a range of
ABC for 2001 to stop overfishing from
occurring in the vermilion snapper
fishery. Some model scenarios from the
1998 stock assessment suggested that
the stock was being fished at a rate that
could result in it becoming overfished.
It was, therefore, classified by NMFS as
not overfished butapproaching an
overfished condition. The analyses
requested by the RFSAP were to
examine the robustness and relationship
of the vermilion snapper assessment
tuning indices to changes in the
directed fishery for red snapper.

The RFSAP may also review the
results of additional red snapper
recovery projections conducted by
NMFS at the request of the Council.
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