Statement of Tasks for CIE Reviewers:

The CIE reviewers shall conduct an independent peer review of the TEWG loggerhead stock assessments to determine whether the best possible assessment was utilized through the TEWG process. The CIE reviewers shall conduct preparations prior to the peer review, conduct the peer review, and complete the deliverables in accordance with the ToR and deliverable dates as specified.

The reviewers shall evaluate the draft North Atlantic assessment report of the Loggerhead TEWG.  Their primary responsibility is to conduct an impartial peer review to ensure that assessment results are based on sound science, and the CIE reviewers shall not comment on management decisions.  The reviews shall consider whether the input data, assessment methods, and results are adequate and support the conclusions.  If a reviewer finds the assessment to be deficient, then he/she shall recommend remedial measures, including an appropriate approach for correcting and subsequently reviewing the assessment.  The evaluation shall explicitly address the following Terms of Reference. 
Terms of Reference:

1. Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of data used in the assessment.  

2. Evaluate the general adequacy, appropriateness, and application of methods used in the assessment.  

3. Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of the methods used to assess population status and trends. 
4. Review research recommendations provided in the report and make any additional recommendations warranted. 

5. Prepare a Peer Review Report as described in Annex 1, summarizing the CIE Reviewer’s evaluation of the Loggerhead TEWG report and addressing each Term of Reference, including a statement on whether the assessment was based on sound science, appropriate methods, and appropriate data, with a copy each sent to Dr. David Sampson at david.sampson@oregonstate.edu and Mr. Manoj Shivlani at shivlanim@bellsouth.net.  

